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PREFACE 

Characteristics. Comparatively little is known of the lives 
of the Elizabethan and Jacobean dramatists — even the life of the 
greatest, Shakespeare, is wrapped in a shroud of mystery and 
* possibility,' So with the life of Philip Massinger, the author 
of A New Way to Pay Old Debis^ one of the few early plays, 
apart from the Shakespearean dramas, that have held the stage 
since its earliest production, assigned to a year previous to 1633, 
when in quarto form it first reached the hands of the public. 

No apology is needed for the inclusion of Massinger's famous 
work in The Temple Series of distinguished dramatists. It 
is a great play in every sense of the word — a play of which 
even Shakespeare would not have been ashamed, and certainly 
for superior to the quality of * the seven contemptible dramas, ' 
as Mr. Sidney Lee styles them, * in which Shakespeare had 
no hand that were published with his name or initials on the 
title-page while his fame was at its height.' 

According to Henry Hallam, the historian, Massinger, as a 
tragic writer, is second only to Shakespeare, and in the higher 
comedy scarcely inferior to Jonson, and is a dramatist who, in 
^conception of character, excels both Jonson and Fletcher — 
deservedly worthy praise and thoroughly just, as Hallam made 
few mistakes in his literary judgments of literary predecessors 
or contemporaries. * Every modem critic,' says Hallam, * has 
been struck by the peculiar beauty of his language. In his 
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hBnnoniou.t swell of numbers, in his puie and genuine ii 
which a text by good fortune and ihe diligence of its 
editor, ^ less corrupt than that of Fletcher, enables 
enjoy, we find an Unceasing charm. The poetical talei 
Massinger were very conuderable, his taste superior to tt 
his contemporaries ; the colouring of his imagery is rarely 
chafed ; a certain redundancy, as some may account it, 
fulness, or what the painters would call impasto, to his 
and if it might not always conduce to effect on the stage, 
the whole suitable to the character of bis composition.' 

This is critical praise indeed. But Sir Waiter Scott ad' 
no less doubtful language as to the dramatic merits of Massii 

'Aithough Massii^r's plays are altt^ether irregular, y 
well understood the advantage of a stroi^j and defined inte 
and in unravelling the intricacy of his intrigues, he ofler 
plays (he management of a master. Art, therefore, not pe 
in its technical but its most valuable sense, was Mas^nge 
well as Jonson's, and in point of composition, many passa^ 
his plays are not unworthy of Shakespeare. Were we t< 
tinguish Massingei's peculiar excellence, we should name 
first of dramatic attributes, a fiilt conception of characi 
strength in bringing it out, apd consistency in adhefing to it. 
does not indeed always introduce his personages to the aud 
in their own proper character ; it dawns forth gradually i 
progress of the piece, as in the hypocritical Luke or the \ 
Marullo. But upon looking back we are always surprisei 
delighted to trace Irom the very beginning intimations of 
the person^e is to prove as the play advances.' 

Life. Who was this dramatist whom Hallam and 
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delighted to honour by no faint praise, as one of our chief 
English dramatists ? The facts of his life are meagre, but what 
we have of them is of great literary interest. 

Like Ben Jonson, a bricklayer, who afterwards had the 
degree of M.A. conferred on him by Oxford and Cambridge, 
Philip Massinger was of humble birth — son of a simple 
retainer of the Earl of Pembroke. He was born in a castle, 
certainly, but a * retainer' is not a Rothschild. The Pembroke 
family admired and respected their 'retainer,* who had served 
them for many years faithfully and well, and they sent their 
retainer's boy * after some time had passed over,' to St. Al ban's 
Hall, at Oxford. Young Massinger went up to Oxford, as 
many others have done before and since, full of enthusiasm, 
and when he reached his destination, as Anthony a Wood 
tells us, instead of settling down to his proper studies at 
the University, spent his time in reading * poetry and 
romances ' rather than * logic and philosophy, which he ought 
to have done, as he was patronised to the end.' We know 
what his patron, the Earl, desired when he sent young Philip 
to College; but * logic and philosophy' were not in his 
protege's mind — he studied in another way, and as the result, 
instead of a treatise on logic or philosophy, we have got A New 
Way to Pay Old Debts — a sufficient contradiction to the 
accusation of wasted time. If the Earl of Pembroke lost a 
chaplain, the world has gained what is worth a thousand 
homilies. 

Massinger left college without a degree — like Bacon he 
despised it — and at the same time lost his patron's favour. But 
with the Poeta nascitur iton fit idea in his mind, he made tracks 

vii 
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for Londqn, and on his arriral started his dramatic career by 
botching up old plays, till Mxteen years afterwards he startled 
the metropolis with his 6rst unaided effort. The Virgin Martyr. 
He had assisted Fletcber io maay of his plays ; and till the end 
ol a busy life he was emplcFyed in dramatic work, including A 
Ncm IVayla Pay Old Dtbts, The FairPcttitcnl, AFalalDomy, 
and The City Madam, all of them classic dramas. Very 
laborious work it was — the last of his long series of dramas 
appearing only six weeks before his death, which took place 
on March 17, 1640, at the "Bankside, where the Globe Theatre 
was situated, the scene of all Shakespeare's successes. As 'a 
stranger ' he was buried in St. Saviour's Churchyard, but as a 
dramatist he will live to the end of time, a rival of Shakespeare 
and Ben Jonson, and a worthy rival, too, il be had written 
nothing else than A New Way to Pay Old Debts. This play 
as Dr. Ireland says, possesses many qualiiicatioi;s for the stage. 
During its progress many dramatic incidents occur. No play of 
Massinger is marked with more variety or seriousness of moral. 
The character of Overreach is drawn with great force, and is one . 
which has been played by all the leading actors on the English 
stage. He is divided, as Dr, Ireland shows, between avarice 
and vanity. Avarice, which grows from bis nature as its proper 
fruit, and vanity, which is grafted upon the success of his avarice. 
Here we wmc upon strong marks of a basely aspiring disposition. 
His harshness is agreeably relieved by the mild dignity of 
Lovell and Lady Allworth, and a similar eflect is produced by 
the attractive innocence -and 'simplicity of Margaret and her 
lover. Cut suddenly and whimsically, not for the only time 
with Massinger, this simplicity is lost by the lovers, and they 
liecome crafty bcjund their years, their nature, and their know- 
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ledge of the world — a stroke of genius not unknown to our 
greatest dramatist. There can be no doubt that Overreach is 
a real character— drawn from life, and the ' object of direct 

"and uigent satire, rather than the sportiveness and versatility 

* of comic wit. 

'Bources of the Play. According to Gifford, Sir Giles 
Mompesson was the prototype of Sir Giles Overreach. He 

' and^one Michael had obtained from James I. a patent for the 
sole manu&cture of gold and silver thread, which they grossly 
abused. * They found out,' says Wilson, * a new alchemistical 
way to make gold and silver lace with copper and other 
sophistical materials, to couzen and deceive the people. And 
so poysonous were the drugs that made up this deceitful com- 
position, that they rotted the hands and arms, and brought 
lameness upon those that wrought it ; some losing their eyes, 
and many their lives, by the venom of the vapours that came 
from it.' The clamours were so great that the King was 
obliged to call in the patent and prosecute the offenders. 

Mompesson's partner in iniquity was Michael, a poor 
sneaking justice, whom Massinger depicts as Greedy, while 
his clerk is delineated by the dramatist as the ' term -driving ' 
Martall, their connection accounting for his knowledge of the 
* minerals t incorporated in the ink and wax' of Wellborn's 
bond, the inscription on which 'so marvellously disappears 
(Act V. Scene i.). 

A New Way to Pay Old Debts is one of the most powerful in 
the history of the English drama, and of itself sufficient to make 
the reputation of any playwright in any language. 
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Preface. 

Bdldoni of the Play. Subsequent to the first edition in quarto 
of A Nar Way to Pay Old Debts, published in 1633, tlie Iwat edltioin 
of Masalnger'3 plays are : — 

(i) Dramalk Works, revised by T. Coxtter, with notes, 

critical and explanatory. 4 vols. 1761, 
(a) Dramatich ITorti. Revised and corrected, with notes 
critic^ and explanatory, by J. M. Mason. 4 vols. 1779. 
ii) Plays of SlassiHger, with notes critical and exptaoatory. 
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To the Right Honourable 

ROBERT, EARL OF CARNARVON 

Master Falconer of England. 

My Good Lord, 

Pardon, I beseech you, my boldness, in presuming 
to shelter this Comedy under the wings of your lordship's 
favour and protection. I am not ignorant (having never 
yet deserved you in my service) that it cannot but meet 
with a severe construction, if, in the clemency of your 
noble disposition, you fashion not a better defence for 
me, than I can fancy for myself. All I can allege is, that 
divers Italian princes, and lords of eminent rank in 
England, have not disdained to receive and read poems 
of this nature ; nor am I wholly lost in my hopes, but 
that your honour (who have ever expressed yourself a 
favourer, and friend to the Muses) may vouchsafe, in 
your gracious acceptance of this trifle, to give me en- 
couragement to present you with some laboured work, 
and of a higher strain, hereafter. I was bom a devoted 
servant to the thrice noble family of your incomparable 
lady, and am most ambitious, but with a becoming dis- 
tance, to be known to your lordship, which, if you please 
to admit, I shall embrace it as a bounty, that while I live 
shall oblige me to acknowledge you for my noble patron, 
and profess myself to be, 

Your honour's true servant, 

Philip Massinger. 

• 
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A NEW WAY TO PAY OLD DEBTS 

ACT I 

SCENE I 

Before TapwelPs House, 

Enter Wellb0m in tattered afiparel, Tapwell and Froth. 

; Well. No bouse ? nor no tobacco ? 
Tap. Not a suck, sir ; 

Nor the remainder of a single can 

Left by a drunken porter, all night palled too. 
Froth. Not the dropping of the tap for your morning's 
draught, sir : 

'Tis verity, I assure you. 
Well. Verity, you brache I 

The devil turned precision ! Rogue, what am I ? 
Tap. Troth, durst jLtrust' you with a looking-glass, 

To let you see your trim shape, you would quit me lo 

And take the name yourself. 
WeU. How, dog ! 
Tap. Even so, sir. 

And I must tell you, if you but advance 

B I 
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»" . ACT I. SC. I. 

ly quondam master, was a man of worship, 

>ld Sir John Wellborn, justice of peace and quorum^ 

ind stood fair to be custos rotulorumj 

lore the whole sway of the shire, kept a great house^ 

Relieved the poor, and so forth ; but he dying, 

Jid the twelve hundred a year coming to<you, 

^te Master Francis, but now forlorn Wellborn 

Slave, stop ! or I shall lose myself, 
yery hardly ; ^.*— ^ 



^^)c2Xi\ 



not out ofyouji? way, 50 

^ut to my story : 
[oij/wejifijhen a lord of acres, the prime gallant, 
under-butler ; note the change now ; 
had^a merry time oft ; hawks and hounds, 
choice of running horses ; mistresses 
)f all sorts and all sizes, vet^ hot, 
Ls their^mbraces mad^ourlordship melt ; 
Vhiojfyourjincle, Sir Gife^verreach, observing, 
Resolving not to lose a drop of them,) 
)n foolish mortgages, s|aUjtes, and bonds, 60 

^ot^a-Avhile suppliedCyour^ooseness, and then left 

Swn^urate hath penned this invective, mongrel, 
Lntfyo^ave studied it. 
iffiCfenot done yet l..^^ 

rpu^ land gone, and ^u^ credit not worth a token, 
^ouTgrew a conmion borrower ; no man 'scaped 
^ou^-^aper-pellets, from the gentleman 

3 



t;V H^ beggars on higfawavs. tiiait soMtj^kwitcfaes 

fjIr^iS. (\iKAll switch ^w^ boons oat 70 

t^. \VlMf« poor Tim T^yweO, with a fitde stock, 

Ss^Hie forty poimds or so, boagfat a smaU cottage ; 

Humbled myself to marriage with my Frodi hoR^ 

V*«ve entertaimnent 

W9iC. Ves, to whores and canters, 

Clubbers by night. 
C^ True, but they brought in profit, 

And had a gift to payfi^what they called for. 

And stuck not like ( ^u^ nastership. The poor in- 
come 

I gleaned from them hath made me in my parish 80 

Thought worthy to be scavenger, and in time 

I may rise to be ovfijseer of the poor ; 

Which if I do^^jTvoun petition, Wellborn, 

I may allow/you^hirteen-pence a quarter. 

And'you.sh.aiT"tTiank my worship. 
lye//. Thusj^ou dog-bolt. 

And thus [Beats and kicks kim. 

Tap. [to his wife^ Cry out for help ! 
Well. Stir, and'Xbouyiiest : ^-^ 

(Vour potent prince, the constable, shall not sav^yoiy 

Hear me, ungrateful hell-hcmiid ! did not I ^*5l 

Make purses isit^^\ therf^ij licked my boots, 

And thought youfHoliday cloak too coarse to dean 
them. 
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ACT I. SC. I. 




Twas I that, when I hearc Qiee) swear if ever 
y2K^)couldst arrive at forty pound^j[5oii;wouldst 
Live like an emperor, 'twas I that gave it 
In ready gold. Deny this, wretch ! 
Tap, I must, sir ; 

For, from the tavern to the taphouse, all, 
On forfeiture of their licenses, s tand bound loo 

Ne'er to remember ^^^Jj^eir best guests were, 
If they grew poor lik^qi 
WelL They are well rewarc 

Tha t beggar themselves to make such cuckolds rich. 
npei vA ankless viper ! impudent bawd ! — 
smcejwujare grown forg etfuL I will help , 

lemory, and tread ^ou/ nto mortar, 
leave one bone unbroken. {Beats him again. 
Tap, Oh ! 
Froth, Ask mercy. no 

Enter Allworth, 

Well, 'Twill not be granted. 

All, Hold — ^for my sake, hold. . 

Deny me, Fr^iJiMthey are not worthfyour anger. 
Well, For once ^iouj hast redeemed thetti from this 
sceptre ; 
But let them vanish, creeping on their knees, 
And, if they grumblg^J revoke my pardon. ^ . 
Froth, This comes ofl^ouyprating, husband /^you pre- 
sumed ~ ^ 



..lie icabi laini ui iniaiiiy ; iicr luc, i^ 

he splendour of her actions, leaves no tongue 
vy or detraction. Prithee tell me, 
he no suitors ? 

1 the best of the shire, Frank, 
Drd excepted ; such as sue and send, 
send and sue again, but to no purpose : 
• frequent visits have not gained her presence. 
^-- frnm su ness and pride, 



*--*v«^^ »% jfc<a 



boi£ to him, in right descends to^eej^ 
hgyrart a handsome and a hopeful youth^v-^ 
or will I have the least affront stick onCtheeJ 

I with aiw danger can prevent it. 

thank (roup noble care ; but, pray ^ij) in what ^ 

o I ryi^he hazard ? 1 50 ^^■ 

Ar(^iQU not in love ? * 

Lit it not off with wonder. ^. 

In love, at my years ! ^ 

You thinl^^>r walk in clouds, but are transparent. ^ 

have hear^ all, and the choice that y^^ have V ' 

made, f 

nd, with my finger, can poi&t^ut the north star - 

y which the loadstone o jwou rjblly's^uided ; [ 

nd, to confirm this true, what thinlcij;pjl of '- 

air Margaret, the only child and heir 
f Cormorant Overreach ? Does itjjlu^h and start, 
o hear her only named ? blush at^^your want 161 
f-wit and reason. j 

^o^are too bitter, sir. ^ 

Wounds of this nature are not to be cured 
(^ithjwlms, but Qprro^iyes. I must be plain : 
rlQ ^QU^ carce maSiUmised^ from the porter's lodge 
nd yet swpm servant to thejjailtpfiej, . yF " ^' 
nd dar'q^tho^ dream of marriage ? I fear 
'will be concluded for impossible 
hat there is now, or e'er shall be hereafter, 1 7^ 

handsome page or player's boy of fourteen 

7 
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ACT I. 8C. I. A New ' 

But either loves a. wench or drabs love him 
Court- waiters not exempted. 

A//. This is madness. 

Hs^e'er you have discovered my inteols, 
•I'ou^nofr-my aims are laivful ; and if ever 
The queen of flowers, the glory of the sprin 
The sweetest comfort to our smell, the rose 
Sprang from an envious briar, I may infer 
There's such disparity in their conditions 
Between the goodness of my soul, the daug 
And the base churl her father. 

ffV//. Grant this true, ^^^^ 

As I believe it, cansl^aiever hope 

To enjoj_a quiet bed with her whose father 

A//. And^^^too. 

True ; I must lel^ro^as a friend, and freel 
That, where impossibilities are apparent, 
'Tis indjscretion to nourish hopes. 
Can^r'^oi^ imagine (let not self-love blint^ 
That^STr Giles Overreach, that, to make he 
In swelling titles, without touch of conscier 
Will cut his neighbour's throat, and I hop 

Will e'er consent to make hei|^mi^&„.£jv( 
And think of some course suiSbletiGhjJ^s 
And prosper in it. 
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ACT I. SC. I. 



All. }(a^ have well adviseojne. 

Bm^in the mean timewou|thaHM;e so studious 200 
Of my affairsjKhplly Tit§itcvygj^ own :^^, 
Remember^^urs^lf, and in what plighl^^jaU are. 

Well, No matter, iHTmatter. 

All. Ys^Ws much material : 

^QlJ^now my fortune and my me^»ft< yet something 
I can spare from myself to help^i^r Jvants. 

PVell. How's this ? "-** 

All. Nay, bejjot angry ; there's eight pieces 
To putj^^ln better fashion. 

IVell. Money fro m ^neel^ 210 

From a boy ? asRpendiary ! one that lives 
At the devotion of a stepmother 
And the imcertain favour of a lord ! 
V\l eat my arms first. Howsoever blind Fortune 
Hath spent the utmost of her malice on me — 
Though I am vomited out of an alehouse, 
And thus accoutred — ^know not where to eat, 
Or drink, or sleepjjjjit undemeath^is canopy — 
Although I thanl ^hee^ despis^^hyjoffer : 
And as I in my madness broke iny^ate 220 

Without the assistance of another's brain, 
In my right wits I'll piece it ; at the worst, 
Die thus and be forgotten. 

All. A strange humour ! [Exeunt. 



ACT r. sc. 9. A New Way to 

Fum, By whom? 

By such as pretend love Co her, but come 
To feed upon her. Yet, of all the harpies 
That do devour her, I am out of charity 
With none so much as the thin-gutted squire 
Thafs stolen into commission. 50 

Orii. Justice Greedy ? 

Fum. The same, the same ; meat's east away upon him, 
It never thrives ; he holds this paradox, 



ne'er do justice well ; 

the grave, 
appetites. \_Knockiii^ •within. 
\Exil. 



Who eats not well, 
His stomach'; 
Or strumpet's 

Watch. One knocks. 

Ord. Our late young 



Re-en fet Watchall and AUworth. 
Amb. Welcome, sir. 
Fum. (Jour hand ; 

If you have a stomach, a cold bake-meat's ready. 
Ord. His father's picyjre in little. 
Fum, We are aU'y out^ervants , 
Amb. In/you he lives. 
All. At onee^ my thanks to all ; 

This is yet some comfo'rt. Is my iady stirring? 

Enter Lady AUworlk, Waiting Woman, and 
Chamiermaid. 
Ord. Her presence answers for us. 



/ Old Debts act i. sc. 2. 

m, I am friends witj^thee^ and yet I will be angry. , 

'd. With whom ? ^*^«^' 

tm. No matter whom : yet, now I think on it, 
I am angry with my lady. 

'atck. Heaven forbid, man ! 

'd. What cause has she givei/thee. 

tm. Cause enough, master stewS^. 
I was entertained by her to please her palate, 
And, till she forswore eating, I performed it. 
Now, since our master, noble AUworth, died, 30 

Though I crack my brains to find out tempting 

sauces. 
And raise fortifications in the pastry 
Such as might serve for models in the Low 

Countries ; 
Which, if they had been practised at Breda, 
Spinola might have thrown his cap at it, and ne'er 
took it. 

mb. But you had wanted matter there to work on. 

'4m. Matter ! with six eggs, and a strike of rye meal, 
I had kept the tow^JaH doomsday, perhaps longer. 

rd. But what's this towou^ pet against my lady ? 

!/rw. What's this ? marry tKis ; when I am three parts 
roasted 40 

And the fourth part parboiled, to prepare her viands, 
She keeps her chamber, dines with a panada 
Or water-gruel, my sweat never thought on. 

rd. Bufyou^art is seen in the dining-room. 
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fffil M.i f^;--^i ^i.r^e .n EtrJe. 

All h* mf>[u,i ttunltj to an ; 

'I ►„; .i /<:f Vim* rsKnian. Is my lady stirrii 

I'.nirr l^itdy Allivorlh, Wailing iVimum, a 
Chambermaid, 
'ril H»t iirr.%triit aodwers for us. 
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L. All. Sort those silks well. 

I'll take the air alone. 

^.~AExeunt Waiting Woman and Chambermaid. 
Furn. S^oiyairand air ; 70 

But willfroiynEver taste but spoon-meat more.' 

To what use serve I ? 
L. All. Prithee, be not angry ; 

I shaUa*Jcng ; i' the mean time, there is gold ^ 

To b i ^th e^ pron s, and a. summer suit. " 

Furn. I am appeased, and Furnace now grows coo!. 
L. All. And, as 1 gave directions, if this rooming 

I am visited by any, entertain them 

As heretofore ; but say, in my excuse, 

I am indisposed. 80 

Ord. I shall, madam. 
L. All. Do, aii4Jeave them. 

Nay, staj^^iy Allworth. 

\Exmnt Order, Aniile, Furnace, and Walckall. 
All. I shall gladk^grow here, 

To wait on fcuy commands. 
L. All. So soon turned courtier ! 
All. Style not that muriship, madam, which is duly 

Pure h ase d Qiv^ tirjpart. 

jiffLi^i contend in words. How is it with 90 

SYourVioble master ? 
.4//. ETS like himself. 

No scruple lessened in the full weight of honour. 
k »3 



presumption, 



i his purpose 

100 

J of any 

ble. — V 
eavcYOulree 



,ake my cWice, 

,u\d ioWo^^ ^ JO 



** '^blf. ^^'i riots Ta^^^ ^thi'' 
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but 
fAos« ^' for Of, 



ACT I. sc. J. A New Way 

And, from one man I warn ^ii,^d that's^ellb 
Not 'cause he's poor, that ratHw claims jouri pit^ 
But thai he's in his manners so debauched, 
And hath te^vicious courses sold himself. 
'TIs true^ouk father loved him, u'hile he was 
Worthy theToviog ; but if he had lived 
To hai(e seen him as be is, he had cast him o^ 
A^ou^ust do. 

All. 1 shall obey in all tilings. 

L. All. Follow mfto my chamber, you shall have gti 
To furnish^^^Llwjny son, and still supplied. 



AIL I 



As I hear f^jm^oii^ 
ill/yout\ 



\Exi 



SCENE 111 



A Hall in the same. 



Greedy. Not to be seen ! 

Over. Still cloistered up I Her reason, 

I hope, assures her, though she make herself 
Close prisoner ever for her husband's loss, 
'Twill not recover him. 

Ord. Sir, it is her will, 

i6 
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Ii we, that are her serves, ought to serve, 

lo^iispute : however, wo^ajftnobly welcome ; 

i |^Ql£ .please to stay, tnatTOU^av think so, 

t came, not six days sincej^om Hull, a pipe lo ^^ 

h Canary, which shall spend itself ^ 

ly lad/s honour. * 

i it of the right race ? 

Master Greedy. J [; 

N his mouth runs o'er I ^^v -"^ 

make it run, and run. Save^ouJ good wor- :i:" 

[onesftfMaster Cook ^giy hand ; again : how I , 

le good dishes still in being ? speak, boy. 

rou have a mind to feed, there is a chine 

ef, well seasoned. 20 

rood ! 

Dheasant, larded. 

hat I might now give thanks for't ! V^-^ 

tier kickshaws. 

es, there came last night, from the forest of 

Iherwood, 

iattest stag I ever cooked. 

. stag, man ! ^, 

)tag, sir ; part of it prepared for dinner, ;;.:' 

3aked in puff-paste. ^'~ 

uff-paste too ! Sir Giles, 30 

iderous chine of beef ! a pheasant larded ! 

17 









t* 
V. 



Iv 









ACT I. SC.3. A New W^ay t 

And red deer too, Sir Giles, and baked in puff-past* 
All business set aside, let us give thanks here. 

Fum. How the lean skeleton's rapt ! 

Over. You know we cannot. 

it/ar^oujLtwrships are to sjj.^n a commission, 
AndT^joa fell to com e(^iv lose the cause. 

Greedy. Cause nie no causes. I'll prove't, for sucf 

We may put offa commission : Ao^shall find it 
Henrici decimo quarto. 4c 

Over. Fie^Master Greedy 1 

Will ^u)lose me a thousand pounds for a dinner ? 
No more, for shame ! we must forget the belly 
When we rtynk of profit. 

Greedy. We)l,yo^shall o'er-rulg 111 e ; 

I could e'en cry now. — DiA'ou)hear, Master Cook, 
Send but a comer of that inlffioqal pasty, 
And LJa thankfulness, will, by^imboy, 
yendfyou-^ia brace of three-pen ces. 

Fiirn. WtiTyou be so prodigal ? S( 

Enter Welliorn. 
Over. Reniember me li/youj lady. Who have we here, 
»'e//._YDuknowme. ' 
OverjJ. did once, but now I will not j ^~-^ 

>tfhouarLiiQ blood of mine. Avaunt,Wiou^eggar I 
iTever thouiiresume to own me more. 



I'll have thee caged and whipped. 



^i 
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Greedy, PU grant the warrant 

Think of pie-comer, Furnace ! 

[Exeunt Overreach^ Greedy ^ and MarralL 
iVaich, W\\\^ ouj^sir ? 

I wonderhow^m durst creep in. 60 

Ord, This is rudeness, 

And saucYJmpudence. 
Amb. CanncK^^stay /^^ 

To be se rved, among ^^lypfellows, from the basket, 

Bn^ yo^ must needs press into the hall ? 
Fum, Prnfiee, vanish 

Into some outhouse, thoughjtbe the pigstye ; 

My scullion shall come tofiheeN j, i 



I -kis i 



Enter Allworth, 

Well, This is rare : 

Oh, Here's Tom Allworth. Tom ! 70 

AIL We miht be stranggjs ; 

Nor woula 1 havj ^ou^ een here for a million. \Exit. 
Well, Better and better. He contemns me too ! 

Enter Waiting Woman and Chambermaid. 

Woman, Foh, what a smelPs here ! what thing's this ? 
Cham, A creature 

Made out of the privy ; let us hence, for love's sake, 

Or I shall swoon. 
Woman, I begin to feel faint already. 

[Exeunt Waiting Woman and Chambermaid. 

^9 



tVatcA. WilVy^now feiJwa.y ; 

By the head and sliauuers? 

Wrf/. Noi I will not stir ; 

Doftmymark, I will not : let me see thejBKtch 
That 'dares attempt to force me. Why^oipslaves, 
Created only (o make legs, and cringe ; 
To carry in a dish, and shift a trencher ; 
That have not souls only to hopeji-blessing 
Beyond black-jacks or flagons iQ-ouJlhat were bor 
Only to CMisume meat and drinkj~5iid batten 
Upon reversions ! — who advances ? who 
Shews me the way ? 

Ont, My lady: 

En/er Lady AUworlk, Wailing Woman, 
Chaiiibermcad. 
Cham. Here's the monster. ^__ -— ,. 

Woman. Sweet madam, keej^oui^love to&outjnosc 
, CM"t. Or lei me V<-^ 'fc;:^ 

Ffili;h some perfumes may be predominant ; 
' /^Yqu^rong yourself else. 

Well. Madam, mxde signs ^^H 

__Bear me ..<W). . __ ^H 

^HAU. To me p-^-^ ^H 

WtU. And though I have met with - - ^Bl 

But ragged eiitertainment from'joijpgrooms here, 
' hope fronj' you lo receive that noble usage 
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s may become the true friend o^ot^^usband, 

nd then I shall forget these. ^***^ 

\ I am amazed ^^ 

o see and hear this rudeness. Darest fehoiy lhink, 1 ^ 

hough sworn, that it can ever find belief, '* 

hat I, who to the best men of this country * . 

enied my presence since my husband'^da^h, no 

11 so low as to change words wit 
hoirjfon of infamy t forbear my house,' 

ow and keep the distance that's between us ; 1 

r, though it be aoaiost my gentler temper, ^ ^ 

shall take orde^oi^o more shall be ^y^ } 

n eyesore to me. 

Scorn me not^ ^ood lady ; I- 

ut, as in for^fi](^|>are angelical, 

nitate the heavenly natures, and^umchsafe T 

t the least awhile to hear me. ^gij^ill grant 120 
he blood that runs in this arm is as noble 
s that which fills/S5u?)vein^4^those costly jewels, 
nd those rich S?!t$&iea(^ you. wear, your men's 

observance, ^^^--^ 

nd women's flattery, are m^yoyio virtues, 
j» ^ese rags, with my pcJveHy, in me vices. 
ou^ave a fair fame, and, I know, deserve it ; 
et, lady, I must say, in nothing more 
haninJthe pious sorro\^omhave shewn 
or ^unlate noble husband; 

Hlowsne starts ! 130 
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Burji, And hardly can keep finger froniTl 

To hear huBrtia-mcd. 
L. All. Haveftoiiaughl else to say ? 
Well. That h^Band, madam, was once in his fiirtJ 
Almost as low as I ; want, debts, and quarrels 
Lay heavy on him : let it not be thought 
A boast in me, though I say, I relieved him. 
'Twas I that gave him fashion ; mine the swo 
That did on all occasions second his ; 
1 brought him on and ofT with honour, lady ; 
And when in all men's judgments he was sunl 
And, in his own hopes, not to be buoyed up, 
I stepped unto him, took him by ilie hand, 
And set him upright. ^_ 

Fttm. Are not we base rugties. ^^H 

That could for^t this ? ^^M 

Well. 1 confess, fqu^nade him —. ^J 

Master of^purlestate ; nor could jtiJ ftieo 
Though he~bfought no wealth witli him, I 

for it ; 
For he h^d a shape, and to that shape a n 
Made up of ail pans, either great or noble 
So winning a behaviour, not to be 
Resisted, madam. 
L. All. Tis most true, he had. 
Well. For his sake, then, in that I was his fr 

i. All. For what's past excuse me. 



'. No, madam, on no terms : ^"^-O^ ^^ 

[ will nor beg nor borrow sixpence oJa tou, 

But be supplied elsewhere, or^ju^t thus 8ver. 

Only one suit I make, whic^youydeny not 

To strangers ; and 'tis this. ^^^ [ Whispers to her, 

IL Fie ! nothing else^^— %. ^-^--s 

r. Nothing, unless ^qjjJ please to charge wur 

servants *""" — " 

To throw a^w^v a little respac^ipon me. 
IL Wha{ S(y^ emand is(y qyg^ 

I than^^Jlady. f ^;a-wv*-- 

low wn^ can be wrought out of such a suit 170 
? yet ii^^ttppositioaKj^'^'W'^*] — I have said all ; 
'hen^royease Qouj ^'ay'ret^ \ExitLadyAH,- 

ly, alrslorgotten ; \To the Servants, 

d, for a lucky omen to my project, 
ike hands, and end all quarrels in the cellar, 
(reed, agreed, 
till merry Master Wellborn. \Exeunt, 177 
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In being out of office I am out of danger ; 

Where, if I were a justice, besides the trouble, 

I might or out of wilfulness or error 

Run myself finely into 2^. premunire^ 20 

And so become a prey to the informer. 

No, ril have none oft ; 'tis enough I keep 

Greedy at my devotion : so he serve 

My purposes, let him hang or damn, I care not ; 

Fri«fidship is but a word. 
'ar, 'Sfey are^alTwisdom. 
j/^r. T^ould be worldly wise ; for the other wisdom, 

That does prescribe us a well governed life. 

And to do right to others as ourselves, 

I value not an atom^^.^ 30 

'ar, WhaJ;4X)urse take^uJ 

With^omr good patieSfe, to hedge in the manor 

Of yoSrneighbour, Master Frugal ? as *tis said 

He will nor sell, nor borrow, nor exc^^Age ; 

And his land, lying in the midst of your^hiany lord- 
ships, ^"'-^ 

Is a foul blemish. 
ver, I have thought on't, Marrall, 

And it shall take. I must have all men sellers, 

And I the only purchaser. 
ar. Tis most fit, sir. 40 

ver, V\\ therefore buy some cottage near his manor, 

Which done, V\\ make my men break ope his fences, 

Ride o'er his standing corn, and in the night 

25 



ACT n. so. I. «* *■ 

Set fire on his barns, or break his catti 
These trespasses draw on suits, and su 
Which 1 can spare, but will soon begg, 
When I have harried him thus two or i 
Though he sue in forma pauperis, in s| 
Of all his thrift and care, he'll grow bei 

Mar. The best I ever heard ! I could ado 

Ovtr. Then, with the favour of my man of 
I will pretend some title : want will fbl 
To put it to arbitrement ; then, if he si 
For half the value, he shall have ready 
And I possess hi? land. 

Meir. 'Tis above wonder ! 

Wellborn was apt to sell, and needed i 
These fine arts, sir, to hook him in. 

Over. Well thought on. 

This variet, Marrall, lives too long, to 
With myclosc cheat put upon him. M 
Nor hunger kill him ? 

Mar. 1 know not what to think on'l. 

I have used all means ; and the last ni 
His host, the tapster, to turn him tmw 
And have been since with all ^w 

tenants, _^ 

And, on the forfeit c( youk favour, chai 
Though a crust of ttioiildy bread w( 

from starving. 
Yet they should not relieve him. This 
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Over, That was something, Marrall ; bur 
further, 
And suddenly, Marrall. 

Mar. Where, and \^^jpi you please, sir. 

Over. I would hav^me^ seek him out, and, if t^Sbanst, 
Persuade him tnaPtis better steal than beg ; 
Then, if I prove he has but robbed a henroost, 
Not all the world shall save him from the gallows. 
Do any tluaf to work him to despair ; 
And 'tispymasterpiece. 

Mar, I willatrmy best, sir. 

'\)ver, I am now on my main work with the Lord Lovell, 
The gallant-minded, popular Lord Lovell, 8i 

The minion of the people's love. I hear 
He's come into the country, and my aims are 
To insinuate myself into his knowledge. 
And then,^tt)dte him to my house. 

Mar. I have^u^ 

This poimrttmy young mistress. 

Over. She must part with 

That humble title, and write honourable. 
Right honourable, Marrall, my right honourable 
daughter, 90 

If all I have, or e'er shall get, will do it. 
Ill have her well attended ; there are ladies 
Of errant knights decayed and brought so low, 
That for cast clothes and meat will gladly serve her. 
And 'tis my glory, though I come from the city, 
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To bitve their issue whom I have undone, 

To kneel to mine as bondslaves. | 

Mm: Tis fit state, sir. 1 

Over. And therefore, I'll not have a chambennaid ] 

That tics her shoes, or any meaner ofHce, ^ 

Dul such whose fathers were right worshipful. ] 

Tis a rich man's pride ! there having e^'er been I 
Mure than a. feud, a strange antipathy. 

Between us and true gentry. . 

Enter Wellborn. j 

Mar. See, who's here, sir. I 

Over. Hencjijnonster ! prodigy ! I 

WtlL Sir, $^QU?> vife'a nephew ; 1 

She and my father tumbled in one belly, ] 

Over. Avoidjqy sight \ thy breath's infectious, rogue t "i 

1 shun&ieAas a leprosy, or the plague. lio" 

Come hillier, Marrall— this is the time to work him^ 

^,_^ \Aiide, and txitf 

Mar. I warranf^ouisir. 

IVelL By this light'l think he's mad. . . 

Mar,^a.A ! had you ta'en compassion on^oursel£/ 
*" Youjong since had been mad. ^- — -""^ 

Wir/^^YoUjh^'e ta'en a course, 

iieiweeti y^ and my venerable uncle, 
To make me so. - — 
Mar. The more pale-spiriieo^oji; 1 19 
Thai Mould not be instructed. I swear deeply 
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VelL By what ? 
:r. By my religion. 

^g//. CThpreligion I w ..^^v 

Thedevirs creed : — but what would^omhave done ? 

Vir. Had there been but one tree in all the shire, 
Nor any hopejtocompass a penny halter, 
Before, like i&ijl had outlived my fortunes, 
A withe had \erv5irny turn to hanjynysel£/^'"~^"N 
I am zealous ia^ uy cause MZray/ygW hang yourself/ 
And presej»Hv, a^^^ lovq^^u^ ciwit. ^*"""' r^o 

W/. I than^^ ^^ ^'"''^ 

ar, Wil^fsS'stay tijpyoindie in a ditch, or lice devour 




Or, iTV^^dare not do the feat foSF^^^^i 
But tnatTouTl put the state to cnarg^and trouble, 
Is there mlTpurse to be cut, house U^L^e broken, 
Or market-woman with eggs, th^you jnay murder, 
And so dispatch the business ? 

W/. Here's variety, 

I must confess ; but Pll accept ofjVQjie 

Of all(yDur)gepJle offers, I assui^our> 140 

""ar. Why, hava^'j^oirjiope ever to eaTaSain, 
Or dnnk ? oHje the master of thr] 
If &^ like not hanging, drown 

For(your\reputation. 
W/. TwflHiot do, dear tempter, ^*^. 

With all the rheta the fiend hath taught fvou. • 
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A New Way to 

^^ I am as far aiJriioukrt from despair ; 

Nay, I have coiTWence, which is more than hope. 
To live, and suddenly, betigrthan ever. 
Mar. Ha ! ha I these castle^yo^uild in the air ijo 

Will not persjiade me togive or lend 
^ A token t^f^yo^' ^o" "v 

W ell. V\\ hfrjnore kindjc ^theejj . _ ^_ 

^^ Comej^io^shalt dine iffllnne. ^^^J 

Well. Nay more, dine gratis. ^i—. ^^^H 

Mar. Under what hedge, I pray ipu_!) or at whose i^yTK" 

-ton sorts ? 
Weil. ^^9ii*arl incredulous ; but tWiuEhalt dine 

Not alone at her house, but with a gallant lady ; l6o 
With me, and with a lady. 
Mar. Lady! what lady? 

With the Lady of the Lake, or queen of fairies ? 
For I know it must be an enchanted dinner. 
Well. With the Lady Allworth, knave. 
Mar,^ji.y, now there's hope 
/ ('^'hy brain is cracked. 

WelL^arV. there, with what rea iWiL. 

I am entertained. 
Mar. With choice^o doubt, of dog-whips. 170 

WTiy, dos( thou'^ver hope to pass herjaai;ter? 
Well. 'Tis rot STSH; go with me ; trust ^inejcwn eyes. 
Mar. Troth, in my hope, or my assurance rather, 
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To see &ieejcurvet, and mount like a dog in a 

If evyflioujyesiMne to cross her threshold, 
I will eTtuBr^2jy\ompany. 

V//. Come alongmen. 

[Exeunt, 

SCENE II 
A Room in Lady Allworth!s House. 

tier Allworth^ Waiting Woman^ Chambermaidy Order, 
Amble^ Furnace ^ and WatchalL 

^oman. Could Vo^not commandyQumeisure one hour 

longer r^^ 
\am. Or half anjiour ? 
IL I have told ^u\what my haste is : 

Besides, being now another's, not^amie own, 

Howe'er I much desire to enjoywou longer, 

My duty suffers, if, to please myselTT 

I should n^^^t my lord. 
^oman, Pra f youj do me the favour ^*-^ 

To put theseTew quince-cakes intc/yourjpocket ; 

They are of mine own preserving. ^-"^^-^ 10 

\am. And this marmalade. ; 

Tis comfortable for^^up stomach. 
^ofnan. And, at parting, • ^ 

Excuse me if I beg a farewell froni you. 1 



ACT 11. sc. a. A New Way 

Chani, Vou lire still before me. I move the same s 
sir. [AUwerl/i kisses them severa 

Fum. How greedy these chamberers are of a beard] 
chin! 
I think the tits will ravish him. .^^^ 

All. My service ^^H 

To both. /^ ^^H 

Woman. Ours waits on ftouA ^^^ 

And. shall do ever. 

Ord. ^^".ate my lad v'p ch arge, be therefore careful 
ThatiyoiJsuataii^^lpaj-ls. ^ — -^ 

Woman. We can bear!|lwarranl^^ 

[Exeunt Waiting Woman and Chatnbenm 

Ftirn. Here, drink it off; the ingredients are cordial,. 
And this the true elijor ; it hath boiled 
Since midnight fcfr yoii 'Tis the quintessence 
Of five cocks of the game, ten dozen of sparrows, 
Knuckles of veal, potatoe -roojs^and marrow, 
Cotal and ambergris : werafyou)two years older. 
And I had a wife, or gam esomejms tress, 
1 durst trust you with ijtijher :li;ou^5S^o' bait 
After this, 1 warrant. yoiij though', you^ joutm 

long ; 

jfpu may ride on the strength of this till to-mon 
_._ morning. 

AlU Your courtesies overwhelm me ; I much grieve 
To part from such true friends, and yet find comli 
My attendance on my honourable lord, 
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hose resolution holds to visit my lady, 
ill speedily bring me back. 

[Knocking within. Exit Watchall, 
within,'] Barest thou venture further ? 40 

[Tvithin,"] Yes, yes, and knock again, 
ris he ; disperse ! 
Perform it bravely. 
I know my cue, ne'er doubt me. 

[Exeunt all but Allworth, 

T Watchall^ ceremoniously introducing Wellborn 

and Marrall, -, 

. Beast that I was, to maketyom stay I most 

••^welcome ; 

ig)were long since expected. 

Say so much /""X 

^ my fri^, I pralyou,J 

For ffoui^ ake, I will, sir. 
"or hissake 1 50 

Mum ; this is nothing. 
>4ore than ever 
vovXd have believed, though I had found it in my 

primer. /^"^ 

Tien I have given yoiu reasons for my late harsh - 
.^ess, 

u^pardon and excuse me ; for, believe me- 
ough now I part abruptly, in my service 
n\\ deserve it. 
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Mar. Service 1 with a vengeance ! 

Weil. I am satisfied i^iatajvell, Tom. 

All. All joy stay wittf you ! ^ \Exif. ( 

__^ Re-enter Ajnble. ^^H 

yj mJ. (Voulare happily encountered ; 1 yet never'^^^ 

i^f^ented one so welcome as I know ^^H 

^oulwill be to my lady. ^^ 

iWiirTThis is some vision, 

Or, sure, these men are mad, to worship a dunghil 

It cannot he a truth. 
Well. Be still a pagan, 

An unbelieving infidel ; be so, miscreant. 

And meditate on " blankets, and on dog-whips 1 " 

Re-e^^ Furnace. ^ 

Fum. I am glad Jyoiy are come; until 1 know Wo 
pleasure 
I knew not how to serve up my lady's diimer. 
Mtw. His plea^tME ! is it possible? 
Wtll. What'sWiy/vill? 

Furn. Marry, Tir, I have some grouse, and turb 
chicken. 
Soma rails and qu^ls, and my lady willed me a 

you, "\ — 

What kinrfof sauces best affeckjout^alate, 
That I may use my utmost skill to please it. 
Mar. The devil's entered this cook : sauce for his palati 



Pay Old Debts act ii. sc. b. 

■ That, on my knowledge, for almost this twelvemonth, 
Durst wish but cheese- parings and brown bread on 
Sundays. [Aside. 80 

tVe/l. That way I like them best. 

Fum. It shall bedoi>r,"9ir. [Exit. 

IVell. What think you^of "the hedge we shall dine 

Shall we feed gratis ? 
M<ir. I knpw^not what to think ; 



ray^ouji 



Re-enter Order. 



Ord. T}iis,place become yp>t not ; 

Praff^yoji walk, sir, to the dining 
Well. I asTwell here, 

Till her ladyship ouUs her chamber. 
Mar. Well here, say^U-ft 



I 



'Tisarare changeTout yesterday you thought 
/Vour^lf well in a bam, wrapped upTn peas-strai 

Re-enter Waiting Woman and Chami 

man. O I sirjlyoii'are wishedJi^r. 
■in. My lady dreamt, sir, of-^qut 
mnn. And the first command she ga 

Was (herdevotions done) to give her n 
Whed you approached here. 



Woman. O I sirjlyoii'are wishedJi^r. 
Cliam. My lady dreamt, sir, of-^mt 
Woman. And the first command she gave, after she 



ACT II. SC. 2. A N< 

Cham, Which is done, on my virtue. 

Mar. I shall be converted ; I begin to grow 

Into a new belief, which saints nor angels 

Could have won me to have faith in. 
Woman, Sir, my lady ! 

J Enter Lady Allworth, ^ 

V/L, AIL I come to meetwou^^nd languished till I sam^yo 
This first kiss is forTofm ; I allow a second 
To such a friend. [Kisses IVeiiScr, 

Mar. To such a friend I Heaven bless m^^ 

IVel/. I am wholly yours f yet, madam, if ^puj()lease 
To grace this gentleinan with a salut e"*^ - 

Mar. Salute me at his bidding I I] 

JVe//. I shall receive it 
As a most high favour. 

L. AIL Sir, .'you may command me. 

[Ad^'unces to kiss Marrall^ who retin 

Welt. Run backward from a lady ! and such a lady ! 

Mar. To kiss her foot is, to poor me, a favour 

I am unworthy of {Offers to kiss her tot 

L. Alt. Nay, pray you rise ; ,-^ 

And since you are so humble, I'll exaltyou^ 
You sliall dine with me to-day, at mine 6xv-n table. 

Mar. Your ladyship's table I 1 am not good enough i: 
To sit at your steward's board. 

L. All. You are too modest : 
I will not be denied. 

:;6 
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Re-enter Furnace. 
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table ? the old trick still ; 

lought on ! . 

L. AIL ^Q\JixhxTcif Master Wellborn : 

NayTR^p us company. [To Marrall, 

Mar, I was ne'er so graced. 

\Exeunt Wellborn^ Lady Allworth, Amble ^ 
Marrall^ Waiting Woman ^ and Cha^n- 
bermaid, 
Ord, Sol we have played our parts, and are come off 
well ; 130 

But if I know the mystery, why my lady 
Consented to it, or why Master Wellborn 
Desired it, may I perish ! 
Fum, Would I had 

The roasting of his heart that cheated him, 
And forces the poor gentleman to these shifts ! 
By fire ! for cooks are Persians, and swear by it, 
Of all the griping and extorting tyrants 
I ever heard or read of, I ne'er met 
A match to SirGiles Overreach. 140 

Watch, What will^omtake 

To tell him so, reffow Furnace ? 
Fum. Just as much 

As my throat is worth, for that would be the price on't. 
To have a usurer that starves himself, 
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ACT II. sc. a. A New Way to 

And wears a cloak of one and twenty years 
On a suit of fourteen groats, bought of the hangman, 
To grow rich, and then purchase, is too common : 
But this Sir Giles feeds high, keeps many servants, 
Who must at his command do any outrage ; ijo 

Rich in his habit, vast in his expenses ; 
Vet he to admiration still increases 
In wealth and lordships. 
Ord. He frights men out of their estates, 

And breaks through all law-nets, made to curb 11! men. 
As they were cobwebs. No man dares reprove him. 
Such a spirit to dare and power to do were never 
Lodged so unluckily. 

Re-enter Amble laughing. 
Amb. Ha ! ha ! I shall burst. 
/^ Ord. Contain thyself, man. i6o 

Fum. Or make us partakers 

Of ^ou^ udden mirth. 
Avib. iTaTna ! my lady has got 

Such a guest at her table ! — this term-driver, Marrall, 

This snip of an attorney 

Fum. What of him, man? 

Amb. The knave thinks still he's at the cook's shop in 
Ram Alley, 
Where the clerks divide, and the elder is to choose ; 
And feeds so slovenly ! 
Fum. Is this all ? jto 
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Am6. My lady 

Drank to him for fashion sake, or to please Master 

Wellborn ; 
As I live, he rises, and takes up a dish 

RIn which there were some remnants of a boiled 
. capon. 

And pledges her in white hroth I 
Fum. Nay, 'tis like 

The rest of his tribe. 
Ainb. And when 1 brought him wine. 

He leaves his stool, and, after a leg or two. 

Most humbly thanks my worship. 180 

Ord. Risen already ! 
Amd. I shall be chid. 

Re-enter Lady All-worthy Wellborn, and Marrall. 
Fum. M^Jady frowns. 
L. All(YoaJ/a.h well 1 [To Ambh. 

Let me have no more of this ; I observedyvour jeering ; 

Sirrah, I'll havq^^ know, whom I think worthy 

To sit at roy table, De he ne'stip mean, 

When I am present, is not ^ourjJompanion. : 
Ord, Nay, she'll preserve what's due to her. 
Fum. This refc^hing 190 

Fol low i^ou^ flux of laugJiter. 
L. All. ITo milbom:\ .VoQAre master 

Of *our town will. I.^Bow so much of n; 

As libf to inquire tfom* purposes ; i 




'. Marira^ [Aside to li 

Mar. With n 

An ii likt^ou e wo rship. 
Well. Trouble^u^eij no further, 

Dear madam ; my heart's full of zeal and sen 

However in my language I am sparing. 

Come, Master Marrall. 
I Mar. I attend youi worsihip. 
b ^.--^ [Exeunt Wellborn and A 

li,£. All. I see in^our^ooks you are sorry, andM 

An easy mistress : be merry : I have forgot ^ 
Order and Furnace, come with me ; I must g 
Furlherditections. ' 

Ord. Wh»fyoii/^lease. 

Ftav. We are ready. [Exeunt 



SCENE III 
The Country near Lady Alttvortffs House. 
Enter Wellborn, and Marrall bare-headed. 
Well. 1 think I 



; the best way, 

n best way, 
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uyease, ^.. 



W/. There are casualties 
l^a^nen are subject to. 

^ar, QTou/are above them ; 

Anoa^^ou^r^keady worshipful, 

I hope elWon^yojl will increase in worship, 

And be right worshipful. 

^ell. Prithee do not flout me : ><*^v lo 

What I shaJJ^e, I shall be. Is't for 
Qouy ceep ^youy hat 

'anEa^e ! aSu like muJ worship ! 

I hope Jack Marralisnall not live so long, 
To prove himself such an unmannerly beast. 
Thoug h jt h ail hazel-nuts, as to be covered 
When feouQ worship^s present. 

^//. Is notfms a true rogue. 

That, out of mere hope of a future cozenage, 

Can turn thusssuddenly ? 'tis rank already. \Aside.7.Q 

^ar, I know^Quy worship's maraud needs no counsel, 
Yet if, in my desire to do ^gj^ervice, 
I humbly offer my advice, (but still 
Undercfljnrection,) I hope I shall not 
Incui tgaqg high displeasure. 

VelL No ; speak freely. 

far. Then, in mjfcju^&"^^^^> sir> niy simple judgment, 
(Still with feurj rorship's favour,) I could wish you ) 
A better habit, for this cannot be ^^^ 

But much distasteful to thjijaoble lady 30 

(I say no more) that love^^yoiV: for, this morning, 
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To me, and I am but 3 swine to her, ^^ 

Before the assurance of her wealth perfiimedrnjuj 
I ■ Vou savoured not of amber. ^"^^ 

IVe^/. I do now then 1 

Mar, This your batoon hath got a touch of it. 

{Xi'sses the end of his cudgel. 
Yet, if lyou please, for change, I have twenty pouadi 

here. 
Which, out of my true love, I'll presently 
Lay down at i^ur' worship's feet; 'twil! serve to 

buy you 
A riding suit. 40 

Well. But Where's the horse ? 
Mar. My gelding 

Is at youtservice : nay, you shall ride me, 

Before your worship shall be piit to the trouble 

To walk afoot. Alas ? when you are lord 

Of this lady's manor, as I kno^ ^ou ^ll be, 

You may with the lease of glebeland, called Knave's- 

A place I j^ttld manure, requite yotlr Vassal. 
^ Well. ! thanl^hyjave, but must make tlo use of it j 

What's twenty pounds ? ;o 

Mar. 'Tis alJlljat I can make, sir. 
Well. Dof4 thoa think, though I want clothes, i could 
not have them, 
For one word to my lady ? 
Mar. As 1 know not that ! ^^^r 



Old Debts act ii. sc. ; 

«.//.Coa.e. I will te<Ci secret, and so leave thee, 
I will not give her nWTOvantage, though she be 
A gallant-minded lady, after we are married, 
(There being no woman but is sometimes fro ward,) 
To hit me in the teeth, and say, she was forced 
To buy my wedding-clothes, and took me on 60 

With a plain riding-suit, and an ambling nag. 
No, PU be furnished sonipthuig like myself, 
And so farewell : for fcy^uit touching Knave's- 

acre. 
When it isjoaine, 'tis thine. [Exi/. 

Mar, I thank ^ur) worship. 

How was "rCSzened in the calculation 
Of this man's fortune ! my master cozened too, 
Whose pupil I am in the art of undoing men ; 
For that is our profession ! Well, well. Master 
^*-»,^ellborn, 

/you) are of a sweet nature, and fit again to be 
^ — " cheated : xv 70 

Which, if the Fates plea^ when^ojj are possessed 
Of the land and lady, you,jBans question, shall be. 
ni presently think of mS means. \Walks by^ musing. 

Enter Overreachy speaking to a Servant within. 

Sirrah, take my horse. 
11 walk to get me an appetite ; 'tis but a mile, 
nd exercise will keep me from being pursy, 
a ! Marrall ! is he conjuring ? perhaps 
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ACT u. sc. 3. A New Way 

The knave has wrought the prodigal to do 
Some outrage on himself, and now he feels 
Compunction in his conscience for't ; no matter, 
So it be done. Marrall ! ^^h 

Mar. ^^1 

Over. How succeed we ^^^H 

In our plot on Wellborn ? ^^ 

Mar. Never better, sir. 

Over. Has he hanged or drowned himself? 

Mar. No, sir, he lives ; -— ^ 

Lives once more to be made a prey tajyou^^ 
A gre^lar-prejLflian ever. 

Over. Ar^hoiir'iajhyJwits ? 

If thou art, reveal this miracle, and briefly. 

Mar. A-lady, sir, is fallen in love with him. 

Over. With him ? what lady ? 

Mar. [Hie rich Lady AUworth. 

Over. Thoit.dolt ! how dar'st thou speak this ? 

Mar. 1 speak truth. 

And 1 dg.so but once a year, unless 

It be toyoiv'sir : we dined with her ladyship, 

I thank hTs worship. 

Over. His worship I 

Mar. As 1 live, sir, 

1 dined with him, at ihe great lady's table, 
Simple as 1 stand here ; and saw when she kis 

And would, at his request, have kissed me too ; 
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Bot I was not so audacious as some youths are, 
^That dare do anything, be it ne'er so absurd, 

And sad al^r performance. 
ver. Why, l|^oj| ragml ! 

To tell furthese impossibilities. ^'**^N 

Dine at her table ! and kiss him ! or th^i y — 1 10 
Impudent varlet, have not I myself, 
To whom great countesses' doors have oft flew open, 
Ten times attempted, since her husband's death, 
In vain, tnjiichrr^ though I came — a suitor ? 
And yet ^ourj ^ood solicitorship, and rogue Well- ^.^.-^ 
born/***^ 



Were brought 
her! 



into her presence, feasted with 




120 



But that I know tthed a dog that cannot blush, 
^^^ThisjjM^t incrediDie lie would call up one 

On ^ybuttermilk cheeks. 
^ar. Shalrtnot trust my eyes, sir, 

Orjtaste ? I feel her ggod cheer in my belly. 
ver. (^ji^^hall feel me, i ^ou^ ive not over, sirrah : k^ 
Recovei yj^oi^ brains agam, and be no more gulled 
With a beggar's plot, assisted by the aids 

jng - m e n and chambermaids, for bgj^nd these 
icver saVst a woman, or I'll qui ^ou) u.--^^ 
np^mployments. 
far. WilWouicredit this yet ? 

On myxonfidence of their marriage, I offered Well- 
bom 

45 




would give a 






u 



i^ 



My nag and twenty pounds. 

Over. Did^DU so, idiot ! {Strikes 

Was this the way to work him to despair. 
Or ralhei K cross me ? 

J^ttr. V^\\\--^puT Worship kill me ? 

'Over. No, no ; but drive the lying spirit out o 

Afar. He's gone. 

OwJJiave done then : now, forgetting 
■-•^ yourj ate imaginary feast and lady, 

Know, my Lord Lovell dines with me to-r 
Be careful nought be wanting to receive h 
And bid my daughter's women trim her u 
Though they paint her, so she catch th 

thank them : 
There's a piece for my late blows. 

Mar. Tipust yet suffer ; 

But thpic may be a time 

V Over. Dql^g^grumble ? 

Mar. No, sir. 
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ACT III 



SCENE I 

TAe CaufUry near Overreacks House, 

nier Lord Lovell^ Allworth^ a$uL Servants, 

Talk the horses down the hill: something in 

private 

lost impart to Allworth. 

\Ex€unt Servants, 
my lord, 

lat a sacrifice of reverence, duty, watching, 

hough I could puto ff the use df sleep, 

d ever wait on ^^m commands to serve them ; 

lat dangers, tho^nin ne'er so horrid shapes, 

y death itself, though I should run to meet it, 

a I, and with a thankful willingness suffer ! 

the retribution will £gdl short lo 

ities showered upon me. 

Jg youth, 

1 what I purpose be put into act, 

not^oS^rprize it ; sinc/y^have trusted me 

*s nearest, IRt^ her dearest secret, 
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ACT III. sc I. A Hi ' 

Res: confident 'ds in a cabinet locked ^^^ 

Treacher^* shall n^Her open. I have faandma. 
(For so much toiyocyAce I must profess, ^^ 
Hoi»-e er.you jfuam^Diir^niodesty with a blush fk 
More zeJBqgain jg^qS ove and service to me 
Than I have been in my rewards. 

AIL Still great ones. 
Above my picrL 

Ltrv, Such }X)iir gratitude calls them : 

Nor am r of that harsh and rugged temper 
As some great men are taxed with, who imagine 
They part from the respect due to their honours 
If they use not all such as follow them. 
Without distinction of their births, like slaves 
I am not so conditioned : I can make 
A fitting difference between my footboy 
And a gentleman by want compelled to serve m 

All. 'Tis thankfully acknowledged ; you have been 
More like a father to me than a master : 
Pray you, pardon the comparison. 

Ijn'. I allow it : 

And, to give you assurance I am pleased in't, 
My carriage and demeanour td your Jtiistress, 
Fair Margaret, shall truly witness for me 
I can command my passions. 

All. 'Tis a conquest 

Few lords can boast of when they are tempted- 
^ o-i'. Why do you sigh ': can you be doubtful of me 1 
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By that fair name I in the wars have purchased, 
And all my actions, hitherto untainted, 
I will not be more true to mine own honour 
Thaj^o my Allworth ! 

ire the brave Lord Lovell, 
Yo^rlSare word only given is an assurance 

more validity and weight to me 50 

Than all the oaths, bound up with imprecations. 
Which, when they would deceive, most courtiers 

practise ; ^—^^ 

Yet being a man, (for, sure, to style G ^gm more 
Would relish of gross flatt^mJ I anTTwced, 
Against my confidence olI&Qi^^worth and virtues, 
To doubt, nay more, to feaS^ 

<rv» So yo)ii^ and jealous ! 

//. Werd&oiyto encounter with a single foe, \.. 
The victory were certain ; but to stand 
The charge of two s ]^ch potent enemies, 60 

At once assaulting(^u/^s wealth and beauty, 
And those too secon8?d with power, is odds 
Too grea^^QT Hercules. 

TV, Speal/xouCiidoubts and fears, 

SincQ^y^S^ill nourish them, in plainer language, 
That VImV understand them. 

11. What'aC^o^ will. 



Thougk rtend arms 
They may advantage 
My much-loved lord, 
£ 




st myself, (provided 
must be obeyed. 
e Margaret only fair. 



70 
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A falcon's wings in one day to fly over. 
O my good lord ! these p-owerfu! aids, ivhicli would 
Make a mis-shapen negro beautiful, lOO 

{Yet are but ornaments to give her lustre, 
That in herself is all perfect ionjjm^t 
Prevail for her : 1 here release(yQurl rujLj 
'Tis happiness enough for me to servewotA. 
And sometimes, with chaste eyes, toiook upon 
her. 

Loi<. Why, shall 1 swear ? 

AH. O, by no means, m^rd ; 

And wrougnot s^oufl judgment to the world 
As, fro m' jQ^^ fondiftrffi l^ren ce to a boy, 
yogi pagy'yQuKservant, to refuse a blessing i lo 

-» Divers greSriTien are rivals for. 

^gfySxtcend 

6"ourJidgment till the trial. How far w it 
To Overreach's house ? 

Alt- A^the most, some half hour's riding ; 

ttfw. Afiflj^^Ae sooner freed 

Fr<W^Qi^ealous fears. 
All- O that 1 durst but hope it t \Exetint. 



ACT in. sc. a. A New Wa/ 

SCENE II ^H 

A Room in Overreacts House. ^^ 
Enter Overre/uh, Greedy, and Marrall. 

Over. Spare for no cost ; let my dressers crack with 
weight 
Of curious viands. 

Crudy. "Store indced'snflsore," sir. 

Over. That proverb fil^o^^tomach, Master Greedj 
And let no plale be seen but what's pure gold, 
Or such whose workmanship exceeds the matter 
That it is made of ; let my choicest linen 
Perfume the room, and, when we wash, the water 
With precious powders mixed, so please my lord. 
That he may with envy wish to bathe so ever. 

Mar. 'Twill be very chargeable. 

Over. Avaunt, jou drudge ! 

Now all my laboured ends are at the stake, 
Is't a time to Ihink of thrift ? Call in my dai^hU 
^ {Exit Marr 

And, Master Justice, since/yoljilove choice dishes 
And plenty of them ^~^ 

Greedy. As I do, indeed, sir. 

Almost as much as to give thanks for them. 

Over. I do confer that providence, with my power 
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ACT III. SC. 9. 

Of abso lute command to have abundance, 20 

iVyouhbest care. 

nf^<9^. ^"Hf^unctually discharge it, 

And give the best directions. Now am I, 
In mine own conceit, a monarch ; at the least, 
Arch-president of the boiled, the roast, the baked ; 
For which I will eat often, and give thanks 
When my belly's braced up like a drum, and that's 
pure justice. [Exi^. 

i/er. It must be so : should the foolish girl prove modest. 
She may spoil all ; she had it not from me. 
But from her mother ; I was ever forward, 30 

As she must be, and therefore I'll prepare her. 




Enter Margaret 

id let (your^ omen wait without, 
pleasure, sir ? 
Ithis is a neat dressing ! 
These orient pearls and diamonds well placed too ! 
The gown affects me not, it should have been 
Embroidered o'er and o'er with flowers of gold ; 
But these rich jewels and quaint fashion help it. 
And how below ? since oft the wanton eye, 
The face observed, descends unto th»>.foot, 40 

Which being well proportioned, as^our^ is. 
Invites as much as perfect white aiiii^) 
Though without art. How like you wur new woman, 
The Lady Downfallen ? v 
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Marg, Well, for a companion ; ^h 

Not as a servant. ^3 

Over. Is she humble, Meg, ^^^ 

And careful too, her ladyship forgotten ? ^fl 
Marg. I pity her fortune. 
Ovtr. Pity her ! trample on her. 

I took her up in an old lamin goirn, 

(£ve|}>Marved for ivant of twopenny chops,) to M 

An^iH understand she but repines 
To tU^igff any duty, though ne'er so servile, ' 
I'll picEher lo her knight, where I have lod^d b 
Intgthe counter, and there let them howl togethe 

.WlWy.p[2y-feno^/yoV own ways : but for me, I blush 
When I commSnd her, that was once attended 
Witli persons not inferior to myself I 

In birth. /^~~\ 

Over. In birth I why, artlthoJnot my daughter. 
The blest child of my iilaustry and vratddi? 
Why, foolish girl, was't not lo make ^eg)great 
That I have run, and still pursue, those ways 
That hale down curses on me, which 1 mind nnt 7 
Part with these humble thoughts, and aam i^ ^A 
To the noble state I lahpui^to advance .niea ^ 
Or, by my hopes to see\(hee^onourable, 
I will adopt a>U:^nger to my heir. 
And throw flieejfrom my care : do not prov 
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Marg. I will not, sir ; mould me which 

Re-enter Greedy. 

Oi'sr. How ! interrupted ! 

Greedy. 'Tis matter of importance. 

The cook, sir, is self-willed, and will not learn 
From my experience : there's a fawn brought in. 

And, for my life, I cannol make him roast it 

With a Norfolk dumpling in the belly of it ; 

And, sir, we wise men know, without the dumpling 

'Tis not worth three-pence. 
Over. Would it were whole in thy belly, 80 

To stuff it out ! cook it any way; prithee, leave me. 
Greedy. Without order for the dumpling ? 
Over. Let it be diiauiled 

Which waj^gi)«ilt ; or tell him, I will scald him 

Greedy. I had lost my stomach 

Had 1 lost my mistress dumpling; I'll give thanks 

fort. _/ lE^,. 

Over. But to our business, Megf.youJhave heard who 

dines here ? ^^ 

Marg. I have, sir. 

On/er. 'Tis an honourable man ; 90 

A lord, Meg, and commands a regiment 
Of soldiers, and, what's rare, is one himself, 
A bold and understanding one : -aad-to-Ue 
5S 



A lord, and a good leaderf-hi One volume, 

Is granted unto few but such'as rise up 
The kingdom's glor$. 



I 



Re-enter Greedy, 
Greedy, I'l^^resign my office, 
If I be not h^nar obeyed. 
'Over. 'Slight' arfthoij frantic ? 

Greedy. Franti c r-*t would make me frantic, and siaA 
mad, iw 

Were I not a justice of peace and quorum too, 
Which this rebellious cook cares nol a straw for. 

There are,**lojen of woodcocks 

Over. Make ttiyselfi 

Thirteen Tlrt-tGiKer's dozen. 
Greedy. I am contented, 

So they may be dressed to my mind ; he has found 

A new device for sauce, and will not dish them 
With toasts and butter ; my father was a tailor. 
And my name, though a justice, Greedy Woodcock; 
And, ere I'll see my lineage so abused, ill 

I'll give up my commission. 

Over.\loudly^ Cook I — Rogue, obev him ! ^"^-^ 

! have given the word, pra/Vs^l-how remove ^laxula 
To a collar of brawn, and tlouble me no furlhtfl* " ^ 

Greedy. 1 will, and meditate what to eat at dinner. 

[Exit, 
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vfir, Pit^iiJU^^'Wii^'\l^i''9fbisxdd^ disturbed us, 
This honouraM^Jord, this colonel, 
I would hav^^y^usband. 

"^arg. There's too much disparity 120 

Between his quality and mine, to hope it. 

ver, I moce than hope, ^cLdqubt not to effect it. 
Be^ou 90 enemy tqfuiyse^; my wealtJ^-- > 
Sh^*weigh his titles iiWn, and mak^^^^lggquals. 
Now for the means to assure himr thme, observe 

me ; 
Remember he's a courtier, and a soldier. 
And not to be trifled with L,And, therefore, when 
He comes to wop yojjj sreyo^ do not coy it : 
This mincing moZtesty has spoiled many a match 
By ^Mlt refusal, in vain after hoped for. 130 

^arg, iQuyhave me, sir, preserve the distance that 
Confines a virgin ? 

ver. Virgin n^ ,ma^ yirg'"^ - .^^^'"'^ 

I must havclatyose tha name, ^ yoylose me. 
I will hav e ^oC^ ri vate — start not— Way, private ; 
art my true daughter, not a bastard, 
ilt venture alone with one man, though he 
came 
jike-Jwpitcrto-Semcle, and'cpmie off, too ; 




And therefore, when he kisseij^^^kiss close. 
^arg, I have heard this is the strumpet's fashion. 

Which I must never learn. 
ver. Learn any thing, 
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And from any creature thai may mak^ 

From the devil himselt ^ 

Marg. This is but devilish doctrine ! \Attit. 

Over. Or, if his blood grow hot, suppose he oflfesr 
Beyvnd this, do not you stay till it cool, 
But meet his ardour ; if a couch be near. 
Sit dovoM^'l, and invite him. 

Marg. llf^oi^ouse, 

j^o^own house, sir; for Heavens sake, v' 
,-yf)'il then? 
Oi- wfial shall 1 be, sir? 

Over S«»BdnDton tami 
Worth are ng snbstuices. 

Marg. Thougl/yoii' could dispense 

With^6ur:6*n honour, cast aside religion, 

The mjpes of Heaven, or fear of hell, excuse O 

In worldly policy, this is not the way 

To make me his n-ife ; his whore, I grant it may di 

My maiden honour so soon yielded up. 

Nay, prostituted, cannot but assure him 

I, that am light to him, will not hold weight 

Whene'er templed by others ; so, in judgment, 

When to his lust 1 ha\'e given up my honour, 

He must and wiljjorsake me. 

Ovtr. How ; forsakf^^eel 

Do 1 wear a sworcTTor fashion ? or is thi 
Shrunk up or withered ? does there live 
Of thai large list 1 have encountered wi' 
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Can truly say I e'er gave inch of ground 170 

Not purcfaa^d with his blood that did oppose me ? 
ForsakeQhea when the thing is done ! he dares not. 
Give me D»r proof he has enjoyedfthy'i person, 

I Though ail his captains, echoes toliis will. 
Stood armed by his side to justify the wrong, 
And he himself in- the liead of his bold troop, 
_Sp'te of his lordship, and his colonelship, 
Oi: the judge's fevonr; I will make him render 
A bloody and^*tfict accojjfij, and force him, 
By marryin^ie^o cuiifi thw wounded honour ! 180 



Re-enter MarralL 
Mar. Sir, the man of honour's come, 

Newly alighted. 
Over. In, without reply ; ^'\ 

And do as I command, ornhoilart lost. 



Is the loud music 1 gave order for 
Ready to receive him ? 
Mar. 'Tis, sir. 
Over. Let them sound 

A princely welcome. \Exit Marrall.] 

.while leave me ; 
For fawning now, a stranger to my natur( 
Must make way for me. 
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Loud music. Enter Lord Lovell^ Greedy^ Attwarii 
^...^^ ^J^nd Marrall. 

Lov. Sir, ^^ouhieet &ouQ trouble. 

Over. What.'^ouiare'pTeased to style so is an honour 

Above m/ worth and fortunes. 
All. Strange, so humble. [Asi 

Over. A justice of peace, my lord. 

^ — s [Presents Greedy to Jk 

Z^w.\Your liand, good sir. 
Greedy. This is a lord, and some think this a favour ; 

But I had rather have my hand in my dumpling, j 

\Asi 
Over. Room for my lord. 
Lov. I miss, sir, \^X fair daughter 

To crown my welcome. 
Over. May it please my lord 

To taste a glass of Greek wine first, and suddenly 

She^^all attend my lord. 
Lov. You'll be obeyed, sir. 

^"' \Exeunt all but Overrta 

Over. 'Tis to my wish : as soon as come, ask for her ! 

Why, Meg I Meg Overreach. — 

Re-enter Margaret. 

How ! tears in>^Q\;^ey( 

Hah I dry them quickly, or I'll dig them out 
Is this a time to whimper ? meet that greatness 
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That flies intcfoiYlK)Sonu think what 'tis 
Forfli>t>^ay» My honourable daughter ; 
An oihoui/ dw I standJiaMpto say, Put (m ; 
Or, ^REeK^raforgel^^^llP No more : 
But be insoiRted, or ^^S^— -he comes. 



'-enUr Lord Lovelly Greedy^ Allworth^ and MarralL 

A black-browed girl, my lord, 

[Lard Lovel kisses Margaret, 
f. As I live, a rare one. 

. He's ta'en already : I am lost [Aside, 220 

?r. That kiss 

Came twangling off, I like it ; quit the room. 

[ExeOimmSnDverreach^ LovelL^d Margaret. 

A little bashful, my good lord, bu y^jj [ 

I hope, will teach her boldness. ^"^"^^ 
/. I am happy 

In such a scholar : but 

*r, I am past learning,--. 

And therefore leavgeyoiutQ |^urselve^— remember. 

fargaret and exit, 
/.\ You^^ee, fair lady, jbudbther is solicitous, 




:hange tne barren name of virgin 230 
Into a^fao^lul wife. 
rg. His haste, my lord. 
Holds no myppir o'er my will. 
/. But o'er j hpujj Buty. 
Tg, Which t8rced too much, may break. 
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Lmi. Bend raih«\ sweetest : 

Think of^^purj years. ^^""x 

Marg, Too few to match witl ^ourf ^: 

And choicest fruits too sBon plucked, rot an 
^er. 

Lm'. Dofj^ou. think I am old? 

Marg. 1 am sure I ajaXoo young. 

Lov. I can advance^ou.J 

Marg. To a hill of sorrow ; 

Where every hour I m.ay expe^-to fall. 
But never hope firm footing, ^w^re nabl%., 
I of a low descent, however rich ; * 

And tissues matched with scarlet suit but ill. 
O, my good lord, I could say more, but that 
I dare.»»Hrust these walls. 

Lov. I'ray'^ou, tj-usl my ear then. 



14D' 



Rs-Riiler Overreach behind, Hslcnitig. 
Over. Close at it I whispering ! this is excellent ! 
And, by their postures, a consent on both parts. 

Re-enter Greedy behind. 
Greedy. Sir Giles, Sir Giles ! 
Over. The great fiend stop that clapper ! 
Greedy. It must ring out, sir, when my belly rings noon. 
The baked-meats are run out, the roasts turned 

Over. 1 shall powder you. 



Pay Old Debts act iii. sc. .. 

Greedy. Beat me to dust, I care not ; 

In sQch a cause as Qila, I'll die a. martyr. 
O'ver. Marry, and shallfyoiTbarathrutn of the shambles ! 

^* — {Strikes him. 

Greedy. How ! strike a Justice oLfieace ! 'lis petty treason, 

Edlliardi guinto ^^^i^X that^^ljare my friend, 

1 would cpHiini/you)u'ithourtai! or raainprizc- --^ 
Over. Leav^Q^^awlmg, sir, or I shall commit itpttr^* 

Whe[;^yo^hail not dine to-day : disturb my lord, 

When lie is in discourse ! 
Greedy. Is't a time lo talk 

When we should be munching ! 
Lov. Hah ! I heard some noise. 269 

Over. Mum, villain ; vanish I shall we break a bargain 

Almost made up ? ^ — ^ \Thrusis Greedy off. 



L01. 



Lady, I understandwou^^-i. 
And rest most happy mj^yuji^ftBicf 



belie 



ireful pilot to dil«rf* 
unceilain bark to a port of safety, 
o shall ^unhonour save two lives, and bind us 
;^ laves 18^ ver. 

: rewarded,^ 

Since it is good ; howe'er, ^(ou^ust put on 
A" — 1"'""° carriage towards me to delude 2S0 

^eur_5tfbt]e father 
Marg. Tarn prone to that. 
Lov. Now break we off our conference. — Sir Giles ! 

Where is Sir Giles ? {Overreach comes forward. 
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ACT III. ac. 3. **- 

Re-en/er Allwortk, Marrall, em 

Over. My noble lord ; and how 
Does your lordship find her ? 

Lav. Apt, Sir Giles, and coming ; 
And I like her the better. 

Over. So do I too. 

Lov. Yet should we take forts at the firs 
'Twere poor in the defendant ; I m 
With a love-letter or two, whick I i 
Delivered by my page, aifel voi^Mv 

Oiwr-With all my soul ; — a towaraly gi 
^.Yournand, goqd-Master AUworth ; 



Of^iJfcll done, well done, my honour 
Crhoii rt so already ; know this gent 
And cherish him, my honourable d; 
Marg. I shall, with my best care. 

\Noise wit 
Over. A coach I 
Greedy. More stops 

Before we go to dinner ! O my gu 
Enter Lady Allwortk and W- 
L. 41/ If I find welcome, 

^Diy^hare in Jt^Jf not, I'll back ag. 
nSw I knoi^^ji/ends ; for I comi 
Can be objected. 
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tv. How ! the Lady Allworth ! 

'/er. And thus attended ! 310 

[Love II kisses Lady Allworth^ Lady Allworth 
kisses Margaret, 
'of. No, " I am a dolt 1 

The spirit of lies hath entered me ! " 
ver. Peace, Patch ; 

Tis more than wonder ! an astonishment 
That does possess me wholly ! 
TU. Noble lady. 

This is a favour, to prevent my visit, 
The service of my life can np^r equal. 

[y lord, I laid wait fi^Sojji ^^^ mUQb hoped 
rould have made mypBSr houjfe\vouT^ inn : 
therefore doubting that^^Sjmfgrit forget 
me, 321 

Or too long dwell here, having ^ch ample cause, 
In this unequalled beauty, for ^Qud^tay, 
And fearing to trust any but mysefr - - - . 
With the relation of my service t^ygu,^^ 
I borrowed so much from my long restraint 
And took the air in person to invit ^youA . 
ov. Your bounties a|;(»^ gP^eat, they roDTtfe, madam, 

Of words to giv^ouJJMmks. 
. AIL Good Sir Gikff||^T€rreach. ^\JCisses kirn, 

— How dostOhouX Marrall ? liked j^^y meat 

50 ill, ^^"""^ 331 

'ou'll dine no more with me ? 
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ACT III. sc. a. A New Way to 

Gretdy. I will, ^h^^^^lcase, ^ 

Jilease^JVl: aster Greedy ; ^^| 

) itj^ou>hal! be satisfied. 
And now, my lord, pray take intc^yous^nowledge 
This gentleman ; howe'er his outsiaC's coarse. 

[Presenls Wellborn. 
His inward linings are as line and fair 
As any man's ; wonder not 1 speak at large : 340 
And howsoe'er his humour carries him 
To be thus accoutred, or what taint soever, 
For his wild life, hath stuck upon his fame, 
He may, ere long, with boldness, rank himselt 
With some that have contemned him. Sir Giles 

Overreach, 
If I am welcome, bid him sc 
Over. My nephew 1 

He has been too long' ; 






stranger : 



''"USs 



Pray let it be mended. 

[LoT^lt^mtfers aside tmlh IVelliom. 
Mar. Why, sir, what do teujncan ? 350 

This is " rogue WellBOTn, monster, prodigy, 
That should hang or drown himself )" no man of 

Much lessiVou^^phew, 
Over. Well, sirraF^c shall reckon 
For this hereafter. 
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ACT III. SC. 2. 





lor. Ill not lose my jeer, 

Though I be beaten dead for't. 
W/. Let my silence plead 

In my excuse, my lord till better leisure 
Offer itself to hear a full relation 360 

Of my poor fortunes. 
TV, LsiPMLld hear, and heli»4hem. 

^er wail 
we 
are my guest ; come, dear Master 
WellBlSSi. [Exeunl all but Greedy. 

rudy. " Dear Master Wellborn ! " So she said : 
Heaven ! Heaven ! 
If my belly would give me leave, I could ruminate 
All day on this : I have granted twenty warrants 
To have him committed, from all prisons in the shire, 
To Nottingham gaol ; and now, " Dear Master Well- 
born ! " 370 
And, *.* My good nephew ! " — but I play the fool 
To stand here prating, and forget my dinner. 

Re-enter MarralL 

Are they set, Marralll^^ 
'or. Long since ; pray )^^a word, sir. 
^'tedy. No wording nowT"*'^ 
'or. In troth, l>must ; my master, 

Knowing^ou are his good friend, makes bold with 
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ACT III. SC. a 



A New Way i 



And does entr^.youl more giiesls being o 
Than he expe<;led;~«f edayy his nephev 



I 

The table being full too(yo 
And sup with him on thecl 
Greedy. How ! no dinner, 



The table being full too^you)wouid excuse him, 3! 

And sup with him on the cold meat. 
Greedy. How ! no dinner, 

After all ray care ? 
Mar. 'Tis but a penance for 

A meal ; besides, ^i) broke / 
Greedy. That wa.3 

But a bit to slay my stomach : 

Give place to a tatterdemalion ! 
Mar. No bug words, sir ; — ...^^ 

Should his worship hear&ou^*- 3< 

Greedy. Lose my dumpling loo, 

And buttered toasts, and woodcocks I 
i, have patience. ^-. 

t^ll dispense a little wtt):^ouu||0rsbip, 
An3 sit with the waiting womenjTOtfjUhave duni] 

ling, ■' 

Woodcock, and buttered toasts too. 
Greedy. This revives me ; 

1 will gorge there sufficiently. 
Mat. This is the way, sir. ' \Bxikk 
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SCENE III 

Another room in Overreach's House* 

Enter Overreach^ as from dinner. 



Over. She's caught ! O women ! — she neglects my lord, 
And all her compliments applied to Wellborn ! 
The garments of her widowhood laid by, 
She now appears as glorious as the spring, 
Her eyes fixed on him, in the wine she drinks, 
He being her pledge, she sends him burning kisses, 
And sits on thorns, till she be private with him. 
She leaves my meat to feed upon his looks, 
And if in our discourse he be but named. 
From her a deep sigh follows. And why grieve I 10 
At this ? it makes for me ; if she prove his, 
All that is hers is mine, as I will work him. 




Entef MarralL 

Mar, Sir, the whole board is troubled atvj^o^rising. 
Over. No matter, V\\ excuse it : prithee, Marrall, 

Watch an occasion to invite my nephew 

To speak with me in private. 
Mar. Who ? " the rogue 

Th^^ady scorned to look on ? " 
Over/\Q\x are a wag. 
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ACT III. 



Over. Tisfyouv nobleness 40 

To thinteit such. 
L, All. I must dojyGma further wrong 

In taking awg^^^^ honourable guest. 
L>av. I wait on fou^^Maxn ; farewell, good Sir Giles. 
L. All. Good MtStress Margaret ! nay, come, Master 
Wellborn, ^^ 

I mus: not leavf^ou behind ; in sooth, I must not. 
Over. Rob me not,i«€{djmi, of all joys at once ; 

Let my nephew stay behind : he shall have my 
coach, 

And, after some^mall conference between us. 

Soon overtakcn^oup ladyship. 50 

Z. All. Stay not longTsir. 



eA you 9h2 



Lov. This parting kiss : [Kisses Margaref\ you^all every 
day hear from me, "^-^^ 

By my faithful page. 
All. 'Tis a service I am proud of. 

\Exeunt Lord Lovell, Lady Allworth, All- 
wopth:;^<md MarralL y^^ 
Over. Daughter, tqr^our^amber. — ^y\Extt Margaret. 
— ^Yob may wbnSer, nephew, 
iUter so long an/enmity between us, 
I should desir^oun friendship. 
Well. So : do, sir ; ^^ 

'Tis s:range to me. 60 

Over. Bu: I'll make it no wonder ; ^-^ 

And what is more, unfold my nature tc^ou, 
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We worldly men, when we see friends and Winsirt, 
Past hopes sunk in ihelr fortunes, lend no hand 
To lift them up, but rather set our feet 
Upon their heads, to prgM them lo Ihe bonom ; 
As, I must yield, with ^o^ practised it : 
But, now I see foi?»n.a;tfay to rise, 
I can and will aWistfcouJ this rich !a4)'^^ 
(And I am glad of 't) is enamoured pZ?U/ J 

'Tis too apparent, nephew. 
WeN. No such thing : 

t Compassion rather, sir. 

J - Over. VMi in^ord, 

^J. Because you Astay is short, I'll hav^Wsen 

•^s No more ^irflu^ base shape : nor sh3R4hs say 
She marrie(I^ou)like a beggar, or in debl 
Wei/. He'll runSntti the noose, and save my bbour, 

— [AfiJt. 

Overton Mve a trunk of rich clothes, not fw hence, j 
(a^ySlCn ; I will redeem them ; aid that no 

clamour __ _ 

Man, taint^ourYredit for-your (setty debti, 8l 

Yott'shall nSTC a thousand pounds to cut them off, 
And go a free man to the wealthy lady. 

Well. This done, sir, out of love, and no ends else 

Over. As it is, nephew.— 

We//. Binds me stil^-you/ssrvanl. . — >^ 

Over. No complimentSj.^ou^re staid for : erf yOj^uvC 
supped ( "~ 





ay Old Debts act in. sc. 3. 

lall hear from me. My coach, knaves, for my 
nephew. x*^ 

To-morrow I will visit^ou/ 
W/. Here's an uncle **--^^ X*"^ 

In a man'&^tremes ! how much they do belieyou^ 
That say^puhxe hard-hearted ! ~' 

her. My deeds^ nephew, 

Shall speak my love ; what men report I weigh not. 

[Exeunt. 



73 



ACT IV. BC, I. 



SCENE I 
A Room in Lady Ali'wortffs House. 
EnUr Lord Lot'ell and AUworth. 

Lm: Tis well ; give me my cloak j I now dis(^ 
From further service : mind(yourpwn aSaiA 
I hope they will prove succeSlW;' j 

All. Whai> blest ' 

Wilh^oilt good wish, my lorJ^Jiannot but p 
Let anertimes report, and t^yoiu honotlr. 
How much I stand engagecVlar I want lang 
To speak my4ebt i yet if a tear or two 
Of joy, foryourViuch goodness, can supply 
My tongue's defects, I could 

L(rj. Nay, do not melt : 

This ceremonial thanks to me's superfluous. 

Ch'er. {■wUhin.] Is my lord^tiY'ng? 

ioT'. 'Tis he ! oh, here's you ryleiier : let him in. 

Enter Overreach, Greedy, and Marruil. 
Over. A good day to my lord I 



ACT IV. SC 

L^i4Jg^are an eariy riser» 

whiles. ^*-*N. 

Ovir. Andjx^son, to attend ^m^Xirdship. 

Lbv. Ani^^utoOf Master Greedy, up so soon I 

Greetfy, ilaTroui, my lord, after the sun is up, 2 

I cannot sleepy ibr I have a foolish ywMch 
That croaks for break&st W\X\(y^ lordship' 

I have a serious question to demand 
Of myvQrthy friend Sir Giles. 

Grmfy, H\iiHar, SytS^^jOMl praiifj^kitii 
Upon vfii^ credit, holjKyou}' 

wonrs? 
'her. Why, some four mile. 

htedy. Hqj^four mile, good Sir Giles 

sputation, think better ; 
lo abate but one half-quarter 
yourself the greatest wrong 
in the world ; for four miles riding 
Could not have raised so huge an appetite 
As I feel gni^ng on me. 
". Whether y^ ride, 

Or go afoo^l^^are that way still provided, 
\n it please§oUrVorship. 

How now, sfrrah ? prating 4« 

before my lord ! no difference ! Go to my nephevv 
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swer me 
to be 
this of my Lady's All- 
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rACT IV. soT A New 1 

See ati his debts discharged, and help his vi 
To fit on his rich suit. 
Mar. I may fit you too. 

Tossed like a dog still ! \AiUit, « 

Lov. I have writ this morning 

A few lines to my mistressf your faiiLdaiighta 
I OvtT. 'Twill fire her, for she's wholly yours aire 
Sweet Master Allworth, take my ring ; twill d 
To her presence, 1 dare warrant you ; 

For my good lord, if you shall find occasion. J 
That done, pray ride to Nottingham, 
Still by this token. I'll have it dispatched, I 
And suddenly, my lord, that 1 may say. 
My honourable, nay, right honourable daugl 

Greedy. Take my advice, young gentleman, 
breakfast ; 

'Tis unwholesome to ride fasting : I'll eat whb y 
And eat to purpose. 

Over. Some Turin's in thgi gut : 

Hungry again ! did you not devour, this morning, 
A shield of brawn, and a barrel of ColchesI 

Gretdy. Why, that was, sir, only to scour my stomach, 
A kind of a preparalLve. Come, gentleman, 
I will not h^ve you feed hke the hangnun 

Flushing, 
Alone, while 1 am here. 



ay Old I its act iv. sc. i. 

yv. Haste yoiuyreturn. 

IL I will not fkil, my lord. 

^'tedy. Nor I, to line 
My Christmas coffer. [Exeunt Greedy and Allworth, 

ver. To my wish : we are private. 70 

I come not to make offer with my daughter 
A certain portion, that were poor and trivial : 
' In one word, I pronounce all that is mine, 
Inlands or leases, ready coin or goods, 
With her, my lord, comes to you ; nor shall you 

,have 
One motive to induce-you to believe 
I jWe too long, since every year I'll add 
§pmetliing unto the heap, which shall be yours too. 

ny You are a right kind7ather. 

tKT. -You «hall have reason 80 

-To thmk me such. How do you like this seat ? 
X It is. well wooded, and well watered, the acres 
' Fertile and ricd ; would it not serve for change, 
,'To entertain .your friends in a summer progress ? 

' What thinks^my noble lord ? 

TV, 'Tis a wholesome air. 
And well-built pile ; and she that's mistress of it, 
Worthy the large revenue. 

ver. She the mistress ! 

It may be so for a time : but let my lord 90 

Say only that he likes it, and would have it, 
I say, ere long 'tis his. 
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A V 



Lov, Impossible. 

Over, You do conclude too £ut, not knowing me, 
Nor the engines that I u-ork by. Tis not alone 
The Lady Allworth's lands, for those once 1 

bom's, 
(As by her dotage on him I know they will be,) 
Shall soon be mine ; but point out any man's 
In all the shire, and say they lie convenient, 
And useful for your lordship, and once more 
I say aloud, they are yours. 

Lov. I dare not own 

What's by unjust and cruel means extorted ; 
My fame and credit are more dear to me, 
Than so to expose them to be censured by 
The public voice. 

Ch'er. You run, my lord, no hazard. 
Your reputation shall stand as fair. 
In all yood men's opinions, as now ; 
Nor ciin my actions, thou^^h condemned for ill, 
Cast any foul aspersion upon yours. 
For, though I do contemn report myseli 
As a mere sound, I still will be so tender ' 

Of what concerns you, in all points of honour, 
That the immaculate whiteness of your fame. 
Nor your unquestioned intej^rity, 
vShall e'er be sullied with one taint or spot 
That may take from your innocence and candoui 
All my ambition is to have my daughter 
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Right honourable, which my lord can make her : 120 

And might I live to da^ce upon my knee 

A young Lord Lovell, born by her unto you, 

I write nil ultra to my proudest hopes. 

As for possessions and annual rents, 

Equivalent to maintain (you in the port 

Vour noble birth and present state requires, 

I do remove that burthen from your shoulders, 

^ And take it on mine own : for, though I ruin 

The country to supply your riotous waste, 129 

The spurge of prodigals, want, shall never find you. 

n/. Are you not frighted with the imprecations 
And curses of whole families, made wretched 
By your sinister practices ? «' 

^er. Yes, as rocks are, 

When foamy billows split themselves against 
Their flinty ribs ; or as the moon is moved. 
When wolves, with hunger pined, howl at her 

brightness. 
I am of a solid temper, and, like these. 
Steer on, a constant course : with mine own sword, 
If called into the fleld, I can make that right, 140 
Which fearful enemies murmured at as wrong. 
Now, for these other piddling complaints 
Breathed out in bitterness ; as when they call me 
Extortioner, tyrant,* cormorani, or intruder 
On my poor neighbour's right, or grand incloser 
Of what was common, to my private use ; 
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Nay, when my ears are pierced with widows 
And undone orphans wash with tears my thi 
I only think what 'tis to have my daughter 
Right honourable ; and 'tis a powerful chan 
Makes me insensible of remorse, or pity, 
Or the least sting of conscience. 

Lov, I admire 

The toughness of your /nature. 

Over. Tis for you, " 
\. My lord, and for my daughter, I am marble 
\ Nay more, iTvou'will have my character 

In little, I fenjoy more true delight 
In* my arrival to my wealth these dark 
And crooked ways than/Vpu §hall e'er take 
In spending what my ino^ry hath compaf 
My haste commands me hence; in one woi 

fore, 
Is it a match? 

Lmt. I hope, that is past doubt now. 

Over. Then rest secure ; not the hate of all mank' 
Nor fear of what can fall on me hereafter, 
Shall make me study aught but your advan 
One story higher : an earl I if gold can do 
Dispute not my religion, nor my faith ; 
Though I am borne thus headlong bvjiw ' 
You may make choice of what belief^oiy 
To me they are equal ; so, my lord, go* 
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\o7/. He's gone — I wpnder how the earth can bear 
Such a portent ! I, that have lived a soldier, 
And stood the enemy's violent charge undaunted, 
To hear this blasphemous beast am bathed all 

over 
In a cold sweat : yet, like a mountain, he 
(Confirmed in atheistical assertions) 
Is no more shaken than Olympus is 
When angry BQi:fias loads his double head 
With sudden drifts of snow. 



Enter Lady A llworth^ Waiting Woman^ and Amble, 

L AIL Sav^r^yoiy nuUord ! 
Disturb hnot your Privacy ? 

Lov, N^^feod maaaiii ; 

FoiMrm^own sake I am glad^ii^me no sooner. 

Since this bold bad man, Sir Giles Overreach, 

Made such a plain discovery of himself. 

And read this morning such a devilish matins, 

That I should think it a sin next to his 

But to repeat it. 190 

L AIL I ne'er pressed, my lord. 

On others* privacies ; yet, against my will. 
Walking, fojjie^h' sake, in the gallery 
Adjoining tt-yourlodgings, I was made 
(So vehement'^^tnd loud he was) partaker 
Of his tepipting offers. 

Lov. Please you) to command 
G ^—^ 81 




:r counsel 
■^'Tis, my lord, a. woman's. 
But true and hearty ; — wait in the nest room. 
But he within call ; yet not so near to force me 
To whisper my intents. 
Antb. We are taught better 

By (oil, (good madam. 
W. IVonrrii-nA well know our distance. ^^ 
^f^ L. All. Do so, and talk not ; "twill become ^urjfiret 
*^ [Exeunt AmbleWtS Wt 
Now, my good lord ; if I may use my freedom, 
As-Uj an honoured friend 






f favour to me. ^^H 

L. All. 1 dare then say thus ; ^H| 

A»-'5'oiiare noble (howe'er common men ^^^ 
>fcfte'sordid wealth the object and sole end 
Of their industrious aims) 'twill not agree 
With those of eminent blood, who are engaged 
More to prefer their honours than to increase 
The state left to them by their ancestors, 
To study large additions to their fortunes, 
And quite neglect their births : — though I must 
Riches, well got, to be a useful servant, 
But a bad master. 
Lov. Madam, 'tis CMfB^ed ; 
But what infe^ou from it? 



f Old Debts act iv. sc. i. 

All, This, my lord ; 
That as all wrongs, though thrust into one scale. 
Slide of themselves off when right fills the other 
And cannot bide the trial ; so all wealth, 
I mean if ill-acquired, cemented to honour 
By virtuous ways achieved, and bravely purchased, 230 
Is but as rubbish poured into a river, 
(Howe'er intended to make good the bank,) 
Rendering the water, that was pure before. 
Polluted and unwholesome. I allow 
The heir of Sir Giles Overreach, Margaret, 
A maid well qualified and the richest match 
Our north part can make boast of ; yet she cannot. 
With all that she brings with her, fill their mouths, 
That never will forget who was her father ; 
Or that my husband AUworth's lands, and 
Wellbom's, 240 

(How wrung from both needs now no rgijietition,) 
Were re^l-a^otives that more workedj^uniordship 
To joii^our^milies, than her form aiSt virtues : 
You may^c6hceive the rest. 

•w. I do, sweet madam, 

And long since have considered it. I know, 
The sum of all that makes a just man happy 
Consists in the well choosing of his wife : 
And there, well to discharge it, doth require 
Equality of years, of birth, of fortune ; 2 50 

For beauty being poor, and not cried up 
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A//. I am innocent here ; and, on my life, I swear 

My ends are good. 
ffv. On my soul, so are mine 280 

To Margaret ; but leave both to the event : 
"^ And sind^ilirs fneiidry'pnvacyd serve ""•"'^^' 

But as an offered means unto ourselves. 

To search each other further, you having sliewn 

Your care of me, I my respect to you> 

Deny me i^t, but still in chaste words, madam. 

An afternoon's discourse. 
. Aii. So I shall hear you. [Exeunt, 



SCENE II 

Before TapwelPs House, 

Enter Tapwell and Froth. 

b. Undone, undone ! this was your counsel, Froth. 
roth. Mine ! I defy thee : did not Master Marrall 

(He has marred all, I am sure) strictly command us, 

On pain of Sir Giles Overreach' displeasure. 

To turn the gentleman out of doors ? 
%p. Tis true ; 

^But now he's his uncle's darling, and has got 
[asteTJustice Greedy, since he filled his belly. 

At his commandment, to do anything ; 

Woe, woe to us ! 10 



■^nmi 
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ACT IV. 8C.a. 

Froth. He may prove merciful. 

Tap. Troth, we do not deserve it at his hands. 
Though he knew all the passages of our hoi 
As the receiving of stolen goods, and bawdr 
When he was rogue Wellborn no man woul 

him. 
And then his information could not hurt us ; 
But now he is right worshipful again, 
Who dares but doubt his testimony ? methii 

^' I see tliee, Froth, already in a cart, 

For a close bawd, thine eyes even pelted oui 
With din and rotten eggs ; and my hand hi 
If I scape the halter, with the letter R 

* Printed upon it. 

Froth. Would that were the worst ! 

That were but nine days wonder : as for cr< 
We have none lo lose, but we shall lose the 
He owes us, and his custom ; there's 
on't. 

Taf. He has summoned all his creditors by the 
And they swarm aliout him like so many so 
On the pay day : and has found out $ucl 

WAY 
To PAY HIS OLD DEBTS, as 'tis very likely 
He shall be chronicled for it I 

Froth. He deserves it 

More than ten pageants. But are lyou 



i 



A Be ready with your petition, 
J To his good grace. 

En^r Wellborn in a rich habit, foil 
Greedy, Order, Furnace, and C\ 
kneeling, delivers his petilion, 

Well. How's this I petitioned 

But note what miracles thepayme: 
A little trash, and a rich suit of cU 
Can work upon these rascals 
I think, Prince Wellborn. 

Mar. When your worship's marri 

You (nay be — 1 know what I hope 
Welt. Tlien look thou for advancemen 

Mar. Xp be known 

Your worship's bailiff, is the mark 
Witt. And thou shalt hit it. 

Mar. Pray you, sir, despatch. 

These needy followers, and for 
Provided you'll defend me from Si 
Whose service I am weary of, 
You shall give thanks for. 
wot ^ear me not Sir Giles. 

Grtedy. Who, Tapwel! ? I remember tl 
"taaX new-year's tide, a couple of fJ 




ACT IV. sc, 3. A New Way to 

Tap. And shall do every Christmas, let^our worship 
But stand my friend now. ^^" 

Grtedy. How I with Master Wellborn ? 60 

I can do anything with him on such terms. — 
Srt'you^is honest couple, they are good souls 
AS e^Uf'drew out fosset ; have they not 
A pair of honest faces ? 

WtU. I o'erhear<l you, _ 

And the bribe he promised. Vou are cozened in 

For, of all the scum that grew rich by my riots. 

This, for a most unthankful knave, and this, 

For a base bawd and whore, have worst deserved 

And therefore speak not for them : by. your.]rtace 70 
You are rather to do me justice ; lend me your 

ear ; 
— Forfipi his turkeys, and call iijhis license, 
And, at the next fair, 111 give,youB yoke of oxen 
Worth all his poultry. — ^ 

Greedy. 1 am changed on the sudden 

In my opinion ! come near j nearjbjascaL 
And, now I view him better, di4.^w>fc'er see 
One look so like an archknaver his 

tenance. 

Should an understanding judge but look upon him. 
Would hang him, though he were ii 

Tap. Frofk. Worshipftil sir. 
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I like an archknaver his very coun- 



f Old ] ACT IV. SC. a. 

^udy. No, though the great Turk came, instead of 
turkeys, 
To Vg my favour, I am inexoraMe?v 

^niou) hast an ill name : beside^iy^usty ale, 
^te^iath destroyed mamurf^ tncKmg's liege people, 

MThouj never hadst in/thy^ house, to stay men's 
^*'^'— rfomachs, ^^r^ 

A piece of Suffolk cheese or gammon of bacon, 
Or any esculent, as the learned call it. 
For their emolument, but sheer drink ojjjj. 
For whiclygvess fault I here do damiQiy^ense, 90 
Forbiddiittheeiever to tap or draw ; --^ 
For, instantfypr will, in mine own persojj,^ 
Command the constable to pull down m y sj ^. 
And do it before I eat 

^oth. No mercy ? 

reedy. Vanish ! 

If I shew any, may my promised oxen gore me ! 

ip. Unthankful knaves are ever so rewarded. 

\ExeunimQreedy^ Tapwell^jyul-^^oth, 

W/. Speak ; what are fern A L-^-^ " 

^ Or^. A decayed vintnei^ir, >^-\ ^°^ 

That might have thrived, but that ^urWorship broke 

me ^^ ^^^— ^ 

With trustin^[^ou with muscadj^iCsand eggs. 
And fivejiDund^suppers, with Jtgur^ter drinkings, 
Wheiy^ujbdged upon the BanKside. 

W/. I remember. 



ACT IV^ sc. aT^^^^^^^^^^^^^HI 

ui Creii.lhAvt noi been hasty, nc 

And tWerefore, sir 

Wrf/.KlJ^rt an honest fellow, 

I'll sel^ee^ip again ; see his bill paidi 

ind Cred. Aj^lOronce, but now mt 

1 gave^u^redit for a suit of dothes, 
WTilch was all my slock, but Vou/ailin^ 
1 was removed from the BhopDBfc^, i 
Under a stall. 

Well. See him paid ; and botch no more, 

3nd Cred. 1 ask no interest, sir. 

Wtll. Such tailors need not ; 

If their bills are paid in one and Iwratju 
Tliey are seldom losers. — O, 1 know-thy^ 

,• ^^ ^hou ^'ert my surgeon ;(^ou/must tjjl no 
Those days are done. I will pay^iOii ' 

Ord. A royal gentleman I ^""^ 

Fur/i. Royal as an emperor ! 

He'll prove a brave master ; my good tac 
To choose a man. 

IVell. See all men else discharged : 

And since old debts are cleared by a new 
A Utile bounty will not misbecome me ; 
There's something, honest cook, fo^ 
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And this, fo/vour lespect : [To Order] take't, *tis good i 
gold, >^--^ 
I able to spare it. 
"oyare too munificent. 
'4m, ne w^fr^er so. 
yil. PrajArouJbn before, 
•d Cred. HfiSven bless( 

'ar. At four o'clock ; ft wrfSst know where to meet me. 

[Exeunt Order, Furnace^ and Creditors. 
^ey,m^^vfy Master Marrall, what's the weighty secret 
>romised to impart ? v 

K", time nor place 140 

Allow me to relate each circumstance, 
This only, in a A^)vd ; I know Sir Giles 
Will come upoi^oiJfor security 
For his thousanopounds, whicK'yoii^ust not con- 
sent to. ^-V.-^ 

As hfi^rows in heat, as I am sure hfiuJ^ll, 
B^3^oipbut rough, and say he's inj(^ucflebt 
Teirtimes the sum, upon sale o^^^^/knd ; 
I hadj^ baqd in't (I speak it to mysname) 
Whe Cyou jy ere defeated of it, 
W/. That's forgiven. 1 50 

'ar. I shall deserve it : ll^n urge him to produce 
The deed in which ^upassed it over to him. 
Which I know he'll have about him, to deliver 
To the Lord Lovell, with many other writings, 
And present liionies ; I'll instruct ySiNiirther, 
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As I_waitontoi^worahip:jf I play not my prize 

To youi^full content, an d/fou^ uncle's 
miijrtip Jack UsisklU. ^—- -^ 
»V//. I rely upon(lheeA [ 

SCENE III 
A Room in Overreach's House. 
*!_ Enter All-worth and Margaret. 

All. Whether to yield the first praise to my lord'; 
Unequalled temperance or^ur):onstant 
That I yet live, my weak han3S fastened on 
Hope's anchor, spite of ali storms of despair, 
I yet rest doubtful. 

Marg. Give it to Lord Lovell ; 

For what in him was bounty, in me's duty. 
I make but payment of a debt to which 
My vows, in that high office registered, 
Are faithful witnesses. 

All. 'Tis true, my. dciUMt : 
^ _.^ ¥•», when I call to mind how many fair ones 
Make wilful shipwreck of their faiths, and oaths 
To Gjiiand man, to fill the arms of greatness, 
And^u/ise up no less than a glorious star. 
To tne^azement of the world, — hold out 
Against the stem authority of a father. 
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when it comes to court vj'ou ; 

good, that faintly, ' -'"' 

wish myself that right 



20 



30 



And spurn at ho 
I a m>»4;gnder 

j/'^vvirfyouJ^j»n 

^Ygjr yef are pleased to do me. 
Yet, and ever. 
To me what's title, when content is wanting ? 
Or wealth, raked up together with much care, 
And to be kept with more, when the heart pines 
In being dispossessed of what it longs for 
Beyond the Indian mines ? or the smooth brow 
Of a pleased sire, that slaves me to his will, 
And, so his ravenous humour may be feasted 
By my obedience, and he see me great. 
Leaves to my soul nor faculties nor power 
To make her own election ? 

All, But the dangers 

That follow the repulse 

Marg, To me they are nothing ; 

Let Allworth love, I cannot be unhappy. 

Suppose the worst, Jjjat, in his rage, he kill me, 

A tear or two, by-you^ropt on my hearse. 

In sorrow for my iSfe, will call bayjtjife 

So far as but to say, that I die Joursjj 

I then shall rest in peace : or snbmd'he prove 

So cruel, as one death would not suffice 

His thirst of vengeance, but with lingering torments 

In mind and body I must waste to air. 

In poverty joined with banishment ; so/ou ^hare 
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e all mercy, 

Tbest 



ACT IV. SC.3. « WeW V 

In my afflictionSj_«^ich I dare not wish y^ 

So high 1 pri^yoiO could undergo thelJ?^ 

With such a paHSMS as should look down 

With scorn on his worst malice. 
Ail. Heaven a 

Such trials «^you^ 

Nor will it 

Shew so much ri 

Such desperate hazards, let u 

To^test between them. 
iTAirg^VouijDrd's ours, and sure ; 

And, though but a young actor, second me 

In doing to the life what he has plotted, 

Enter Overreach behind. 

The end may yet prove happy. Now, my Allwi 
j-s^ \Seeing her ft 

All. To^uMletter, and put on a seeming anger. 

Marg. ITlTSy my lord all debts due to his title ; 
And when with terms, not taking from his bono 
He does solicit me, 1 shall gladly hear bim. 
But in this peremptory, nay, commanding way. 
To appoint a meeting, and, without my knowlec 
A priest to tie the knot can ne'er be undone 
Till death unloose it, is a confidence 
In his lordship will deceive him. 

All. I hope better, 
Good lady. 
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I "">' «fe a safefi/'"" ■ for me 

J'»' ». c.„ i <■:" S*'°M lea™ 

Tfierefore th;= ' ''^t'eferre.j „ 



Without all ceremony ; no friends invited 
To honour dwsplemnity. 
, ^IL An*t pleas ^oujj pnour, ^^ 

For so before tomorrow I must style Yfaw * 
My lord desires this privacy, in respect 
His honourable kinsmen are a&r ofT, 
And his desires to have it done brook not 
So long delay as to expect their coming ; 
And yet he stands resolved, with all due poo 
As running at the ring, plays, masks, and til 
To have his marriage aft^urt celebiated. 
When he ha&.brouff ht w ouy Jhonour up to Los 
Over, He tella^o^ true ; ^'n^he foshion, on no 
ledge : 



Yet the good lord, to pleas^yourpeevishnei 
Must put it off, forsooth ! anolCSse a night, 
In which perhaps he might get two boys on 
Tempt me no further, i(^o3|do, this goad 

^— ' {Points to k 
Shall prick you to him. 

Mar^. I could be contented, 

Were you but by, to do a father's part. 
And ^ve me in the church. 

Over, So my lord have you, 

What do I care who gives you ? since my Ic 
Docs purpose to be private, "111 not cross hii 
I know not, Master Allworth, how my lord 
May be provided, and therefore there's a pu 
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Of gold, 'twill serve this night's expense ; to-morrow 
V\\ furnish him with any sums : in the mean time, 
Use my ring to my chaplain ; he is beneficed 
At my manor of Got*em, and called Parson Willdo : 
'Tis no niat]^ for a licence, PU bear him out in't. 

Marg, Witl/yourYavour, sir, what warrant is your ring ? 
He ma^ Mp ^ Mu e I got that twenty ways, 130 

Witho foyour }j^o wledge ; and therjjo be refused 
re suSfTstain upon me ! — if JJqu j^based, sir, 
Youp presence would do better. 

Over, Still perverse ! 

I say again, I will ji^pt cross my lord ; 

Yet m prevetffTQu.too. — Paper and ink, there ! 

AIL I can fumi^n^you,/ 

Over, I thanKv^uTcan write then. [ Writes. 

^Aj ^ gl^may, it^KgU^lease, put out the name of my lord, 
In respect he comes disguised, and only write, 140 
Marry her to this gentleman. 

Over, Well advised. 

'Tis done ; away ; — \Margaret kneels^ My blessing, 

girl ? thou hast it. 
Nay, no reply, be gone : — good Master. Allworth, 
This shall be the best night's work you, ever made. 

AIL I hope so, sir. \Exeunt Allworth and Margaret, 

?er. Farewell ! — Now all's cocksure : 
Methinks I hear already knights and ladies 
Say. Sir Giles Overreach, how is it with 
Vou^honourable daughter ? has her honour 1 50 
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A Room in Lady Allwortks House, 

Enter Lord Lovell^ Lady Allwarth^ and Amble, 

iU, By thiafyouknow how strong the motives were 
That did, mjf%rd, induce me to dispense 
A little, with my gravity, to advance. 
In personating some few fovours to him, 
The plots and projects of the down-trod Wellborn. 
N<»r shall I e'er repent, although I suffer 
In some few men's opinions for't, the action ; 
For he that ventured all for my dear husband 
Might justly claim an obligation from me 
To pay him such a courtesy ; which had I lo 

Coyly or over-<nuiously denied, 
It might have argued me ^ little love 
ToUiedJinoeased. 
VHiat^^intended, madam, 
jfac the poor gentleman hath found good success ; 
I as I understand, his debts are paid, 

t more ftunished for fiiir employment : 
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But all the arts that I have used to raise 
The fortunes o^ot^ joy and mine, young AU 
Stand yet in supposition, though I hope well : 
For the young lovers are in wit more pregnan 
Than their years can promise ; and for their i 
On my knowledge, they are equal 
L, All, As my wishes 

Are with yours, my lord ; yet give mc le 
fear 
I The building, though well grounded : to deed 
/ Sir Giles, thafs both a lion and a fox 
I In his proceedings, were a work beyond 
I The strongest undertakers ; not the trial 
\^ Of two weak innocents. 
L(yu, Despair not, madam : 

Hard things are compassed oft by easy means 
And judgment, being a gift derived from Hea> 
Though sometimes lodged in the hearts of i 

men, 
That ne'er consider from whom they receive it 
Forscikes such as abuse the giver of it. 
Which is the reason that the politic 
And cunning statesman, that believes he fathc 
The counsels of all kingdoms on the earth, 
Is by simplicity oft over-reached. 
/-. All. May he be so I yet, in his name to expresi 

Is a good omen. 
Lov. May it to myself 
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Prove so, gopdJady, in my suit to^ouL/ 
What thin^^oujof the motion ? ^^^s^^ 
ilL Troth, mj^rd, 

My own uju^rthiness may answer for me ; 
For had ^ly when that I was in my prime, 
My virginflower uncropped, presented me 
With this great favour ; looking on my lowness 50 
Not in a glass of self-love, but of truth, 
I could not but have thought it, as a blessing 
F^s^Jar beyond my merit. 
I are too modest, 

undervalue that which is above 
My title, or whatever I call mine. 
I grant, were I a' Spaniard, to marry 
A widow might disparage me ; but being 
A true-born Englishman, I cannot find 60 

How it can taint my honour : nay, what's more, 
That which you thinl^^a-ijkmish is to me 
The fairest lustre. (You^ready, ma^laiQ, 
Have given sure prdSfThow dejjilv(^Diytn cherish 
A husband that deserves/you j) wmch confirms 

me, ^^' "^ 

That, if I am not wapxing in my care 
To do^u) serviccj^u'^ be still the same 
ymf were to you?Allworth : in a word, 

ySsfrs, our statCSj'our births are not unequal, 
YoiKbeJAg descended nobly, and allied so ; 

lejff yoii may be won to make me happy, 70 
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But joiiryoiWll{>s to mine, and that shall be 
A solemn' contract. 
L. All. I were blind to my own good, 

Should J refuse it ; \Kisses Aim] yet, my lord, receive 

As such a one, the study of whose whole life 

Shall know no other otject but to please you,.' 
Lo^'. [f I return not, with al! tenderness, ^^^B 

Equal respect tQ you, may I die wretched ! ^^^| 
L. All. There needs Tio protestation, my lord, ^^^| 

To her that cannot doubt.— ^^H 

Enter Wellborn, Aandsojaiiy apparelled. 

- — t^YouJare welcome, sir. 80 



Such in my free acknowledginent, that I am 

YoQt creature, madam, and will never hold 

My'life mine own, when^^uflease to caimn«id it. 
Lov. It is a thankfulness thatwHI becomes ^y, jj 

You could not make choice of a better shape 

To dress your mind in. 
Z. All. For me, I am happy ' "^ 

That my ^ndaayours prospered. Saw youirf late 90 

Sir Giles, your tfticle ? 
IVell. 1 heard of him, madam, 

By his minister, Marrall ; he's grown into strange 
passions 
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^lAo^t his daughter : this last night he looked for 
^omj ordship at his house, but missing 
jtRTshe not yet appearing, his wise hea< 
Is much perplexed and troubled. 
w. It may be, 

Sweetheart, my project took. loo 

All. I strongly hope. X^'^V 

wr. [wi'/Af>f.] Ha ! find her, booby^ioiphuge lump 

111 bor ^iing eygfciQ^t else. . 
W. May it'piease^^m/lordship. 
For some ends ofmine own, but to withdraw 

le out of sight, though not of hearing, 

lay, perhaps, have sport. 

ihall direct me. [Steps aside, no 

Enter Overreach^ with distracted looks ^ driving in 
Marrall before Aim, with a box, 

ver, I shall j^/yayoujogue ! ^^ 
ar. Skpi^r what cSUse 
Do tYoi^ use me thus ? 
ver. 6aii0ic9l&ve ! why, I am angry, 

subject only fit for beating, 
to cool my choler. Look to the writing ; 
Let but the seal be broke upon the box 
That hasts^ept in my cabinet these three years, 
I'll rack^yjsoul for't. 
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Mar^ Imay yet cry quiHaace, 

Though now I^tifffi'"! ^iii^ da""^ DPt r esist. \Aside. 

Over. Ladv, by/VouVjeave, dii^^you^^e my daughter, 

lady? ~ I20 

And the lord her husband ? are they in ^ousJhouse ? 

If they are, discover, ihat 1 may bid them joy ; 

And, as an entrance to her place of honour, 

SecWour ,ladyship be on her left hand, and make 
™aftsies 

When she nods on you ; which you jnust receive 

As a special favour. — 

L. All. When I know. Sir Giles, 

Her state requires such ceremony, 1 shall pay 

But in die meantime, as I am myself, 

1 give you to understand, I neither know 130 

Nor care where her honour is. 
Over. When.' you once see her 

Supported, and led by the lord her husband, 

'-.^u'U he taught better. Nephew. 

Welir^'! 

Over. No more I j~^ 
Well. 'Tisall.]^we^ott) 
Ovtr. Havo^ouj; redeemed rags 

Madc{voijthus.Huolent ? 



Well, insolent IoVl 

TS'thi 
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Why, what aret™^sir, unless in ypijr yea 
At the best, more than myself? ' 
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Over, His fortune swells him 

'T\s rank, he srosuoMer'^ [Aside. 

Lf "lAU, This is excellent ! 

Over. Sir, in calm language, though I seldom use it, 
I am familiar with the cause that makes^u 
Bear up thus bravely ; there's a certain biizz 
Of a stolen marriage, dq(^you^hear ? of a stolen 

marriage. 
In which 'tis said, there's somebody hath been 
cozened ; 1 50 

I name no parties. 
WelL Well, sir, and what foUpiKs ? 
Over, Marry, this ; since(^ouf are peremptory. Re- 
member, ^.-r ' - • -. 

Upon mere hope of roung^eat match, I lent you - 
A thousand pounds : put me in good security, 
And suddenly, hjijnortgage or by statute, 
Of^^SOQie of(youf new possessions, or I'll have 

DraggecPin wpun lavender robes to the gaol : you 

know me. 
And therefore do not trifle. 
WelL Cai(Joutie-^ 160 

So cruel t<^ou^ nephew, now he's in 
Th^way to nse ? was this the courtesy 
Q^oivdid me " in pure love, and no ends else ? " 
Over, ^nd me m^i^ds ! engage the wfe€Je estate, 
And forctf^ourjfepouse to sign it,m)u)5hall have 
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For fighting, fear not£yoyshall have your hands full, 
U{)on the least incitenSnt ; and whereas 
.^Yq p charge me with a dd^M^f^ ^ thousand pounds, 
if there be law, (howe*er ^ou) jiave no conscience,) 
Either restore my land, otTTI recoyw ^s. 
A debt, that's truly due to me froi^oi^^ 
In valup^n times more than whp^ymiihallenge. 
Over, I ii jjth^ debt L,J3 impudence ! aWPTnot purchase 
The laridleft bjTth^ather, that rich land, 200 

That had continuCa in Wellbom's name 

ity dei^ents ; which, like a riotous fool, 

lidstlnake sale of it? Is not here, inclosed, 
leed that dost confirm it mine ? 
Afar, Now, now ! 

Well, I do acknowledge none ; I ne'er passed over 
Aflv such land : I grant, for ayear or two 
/Youjhad it in trust ) which U^^^o discharge, 
^urren ding the possession, ^ou) hall ease 
Wrs^ andupe of chargeable suits in law, 

rove not honest, as I doubt it. 
Must of iJfcc^fsity follow. 
Z. AIL In my judgmpiL 

He does advise ^ouWell. 
Over, GojiLgood Icwispire 

Wit(^^ur^ew husband, lady ; second him i . 
In hisafShonest practices ; but when 
^manor is extended to my use, 
speak in an humbler key, and sue for favour. 
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Mar, Sir. 

Over, Though the witnesses are dea<Qygj[^- testimony 
with an oath or two : and foKQ^y faster, 
lliberglmaster, my good honest servant, 25 
rimoM^ mou ywilt swear anything, to dash 
The cunnmg sleight : besides, I know ^"li art 
A public notary, and such stand in law" 
Fora dozen witnesses : the deed being drawn too 
B) ^mee^m v careful Marrall, and delivered 
WHc rf 't hoi^ were't present, will make good my title. 
WilOBoRnot swejMiUhis ? \Aside to MarralL 

Mar, I Irt^i assur^oo/ / ' " 

I have a conscience not seared up like(ypurs.,»; 
I know no^eds. 260 

Over, Wilt^jw^etray me ? 

Mar, Keep him 

From using of his hands, I'll use my tongue, 
To his no little torment. 

Over, Mine own varlet 
Rebel against me L*-*^ 

Mar, Yes, and uncas/youjtoo. 

** The idiot, the palSn, the slave, the booby, 

The D^f^^erty fit only to be b^^X^ 

For ^ur morning exercise,''QQun"fi^ or 270 

" The unprofitable lupaD of fiesKTCYQUr * drudge," 

Cannow anatomiseQ;ou/ and lay rfpeh 

}black plots, and level with the earth 
of pride, and, with these gabions guarded 
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Unload my great artiller^iaj^d shake, ^^« 
Nay pulverize, the wall^rau^ink defen^yM 

L. AIL How be foams at thenlSuth widi rmgpf^ 

Well To him agam^-«s^ 

Over, O that I hacfthee^in my gripe, I would teai 
Joint after j£>int 

Mar, I knoW. yoiv'are a tearer, 

But ril have firsT^iu: fangs pared off, and th 
Come nearer tcKyou^ when I have discoverec 
And made it goStfCefore the judge, what wa) 
And devilish practices, «5'c>u''lised to cozen wiU 
An army of whole familTfeSJ' who yet alive, 
And but enrolled for soldiers, were able 
To take in Dunkirk. 

Well, All will come out. 

L, AIL The better. . • > 

Over. But that I will live, rogue, to tortura^theC|./' 
And make thee wish, an(j. kneel in vain, t6 di< 
These swords that keep'thee from me should 
Although they made raybody but one wound 
But I would reach thee, 

L(nf. Heaven's hand is in this ; 
One bandog worry the other ! 

Over. 1 play the fool, 

And make my anger but ridiculous : 
There will be a time and place, there will be, c 
When you shall feel what I dare do. 
Well. 1 think so : 

no 
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rYoulare do any in, yet want tme valour 
lobe honest, and rqpcnt. 
Over. They are wwds I know not, 

Nor e'er will learn. Patience, the b^gar's virtue, 

Enter Greedy atuL Parson Willdo. 

Shall find no harbour here : — ^after these storms 
At length a calm anpoars. Welcome, most welcome ! 
There's comfort inv^yjlooks ; is the deed done ? 
I s my daughter mamra ? say but so, my chaplain, 3 1 o 
And I am tame. /^""^ 

Willdo, Married ! yes, I assuroyou^^ 
Over. Then^^;^agish all sad thougWs ! there's more gold 
fo 
My douSts and fears are in the titles drowned 
^^ Of my honourable, my right honourable daughter. 
I Greedy. Here will be feasting ! at least for a month, 
"~ Li«n provided : empty guts, croak no more. 

^o^hall be stuffed like bagpipes, not with wind, 
6ut bearing dishes. 
Over. Instantly be here ? [Whispering t^^Wi lido. 320 
To my wish I to my wish ! Now ypu that plot 
against me, 
I And hoped to trip my heels up, that contemned me, 
*- Think on't and tremble : — [Loud music] — they come I 
I hear the music. 
A lane there for my lord ! 
Well. Think sudden heat 

III 
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May yet be cooled, sir. 
Over, Make way there for my lord ! 



EntexmAllworth and Mark 




\Marz, Sir, firs^ouy pardon, then^your/blessingy with 

. rVour full aro^^^ce of the choic?Cbave made. 33 
As ever ^ou could make use o^^yoiu/reason, 

..^^^^ \Kmami 
Grow not jn passion ; sinc^yot^^may as well 
Call back the day that's past, as untie the knot 
Which is too strongly fastened : not to dwell 
Too long on words, this is my husband. 

Over, How ! ^•n^ 

AIL So I assur^puj all the rites of niarriage» 
With every circumstance, are past. Alas I sir, 
Although I am no lord, but a lord's page, 33 

Your daughter and my loved wife moiuas not for if 
And, for right honourable son-in-law, ^o^may say, 
Your dutiful daughter. 

Over. Devil I are they married ? 

Willdo. Do a father's part, and say, Heaven give th 
joy: 

O^'cr. Confusion and ruin I speak, and speak quickly 
(])r thou art dead. 

Willdo, They are married. 

Over. Thou hadst better 

Have made a contract with the king of fiends. 
Than the^e : — my brain turns I 

112 



Debts 



ACT V. S< 



WiUdo. Why thj^^e to me? 

Is not diis/j^E^etter, sir, and diese the words ? 

** Marry herro this gentleman." 
(Hvr. It cannot — 

Nor will I e'er believe it, 'sdeadi ! I will not ; 

That I, that in all passages I touched 

At worldly profit have not left a print 

Where I have trod for die most curious search 

To trace my footsteps, should be gulled by children, 

Bafiled and fooled, and all my hopes and labours 360 

Defeated and made void, 
it appears, 
'are so, my grave uncle. 
^iwTVillage nurses 

Revenge dieir wrongs widi cturses ; Pll not waste 

A syllable, but Uius I take 

Which, wretched, I gave t 

[ 

V, [coming- fowar(i.]HsMy foi 
Thou gh charity tj^y^V daug! 
Will ^^do an actHMSugh i 
Can leave no hope for p^^ce^Trest hereafter? 
Consider ; at the best ^^y e but a man. 
And cannot so creat qfyo^ aims, but that 
rhey may be crosseo"^^ 

LordJAus I spit at&ee, 1 ^7" s. - 

Jid g ^jhxjc ounsel ; aim UUJua^esir^tiiee,^ 
nd asffiou^ a soldier, ifthjyiralour^^-^ 



is to kill Margaret, 

wn sake ! 
hath quite left 
hoges lost here^ 




^ Mew way 



to 



-'•"••.;::::T:;:.:.--**"n^ 



I , 



• 1 



....-►•'■' 



.-* .'^» 



.. c=-i.- 



UU"^! 



. .L..f.-.0-» 



■ ■••■•■ 
.-■ T' 



if*' 



' « Ah 



.-■i ' 



- S. » 



-.1*' 



< 1 



Pay Old Debts 



ACT V. SC I. 



Z. All, His threats move me 

No scruple, madam. 
Mar. Was it not ajive trick, 

An it please ^ay worshi]x to naake the deed nothing ? 

I can do tw6fi{yneater, i(vo^^lease 

To purchase and grow ri^^foyHRfiU be 410 

Such a solicitor and steward foiVj^pu,^ 

As never wors^jj&d had. '^^■"*^ 

Well. I do believe ^ee y iX'**^ -.--v. 

But first discover the quaint meanj vojy used 

To raze out the conveyance ? 
Mar. They are mysteries 

Not to be spoke in public : certain minerals 

Incorporated in the ink and wax — 

Besides, he gave me nothing, but still fed me 

With hopes and blows ; but that was the induce- 
ment 420 

To this conundrum. If it please(|£purJWorship 

To call topaemory, this mad beastT^Q^.qaused me 

To urge ^^uj Dr to drowiuacjiangi^ourself ; 

I'lpik the like to him, jfyoj^ command me. 
^ JVell.Cjloi are a rascal ! he mat dares be false 

To a master, though unjust, will ne'er be true 

To any other. Look not for rewai:d-. 

Or favour from me ; I will shun ►thy, sight 

As^JUi^ould do a basilisk's ; thanRmy pity, 

keep thy ears ; howe'er, I will take order 430 
ractice shall be silenced. 

I 
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Greedy, rU commit him, 

jIf^u*U have me, sir. 
4 Well, TTiat were to little purpose ; 

His conscience be his prison. Not a word, 

But instantly be gon e^ 
Ord, Take this kick witl(wuj 
Avib, And this: 
Fum, If that I had i»)c cleaver here, 

I would divide otui knave's head. 
Mar, This is the hsivel 

False servants still arrive at. 

Re-enter Overreach. 

L. AIL Come again ! ^^ 

Lov, Fear not, I am f puy guard. 

Well. His looks are ghrotly. 

Willdo. Some little time I have spent, i 

favours, 
In physical studies, and if my judgment c 
He's mad beyond recovery : but observe 
And look t^ yourselves. 
Over. Why, is not the whole world 

Include in yourself? to what use then 
Are friends and servants? Say tl 

squadron 
Of pikes, lined through with shot, 

mounted 
Upon my injuries, shall I fear to char 
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No : ril through the battalia, and that routed^ 

[Flourishing his sword sheathed. 
PU fall to execution. — Ha ! I am feeble : 
Some undone widow sits upon mine arm,, 
And takes away the use oft ; and my sword, 
Glued to my scabbard with wronged orphans' tears. 
Will not be drawn. Ha ! what are these ? sure, 
hangmen, ' 460 

That come to bind my hands, and then to drag me 
Before the judgment-seat : now they are new shapes, 
And do appear like Furies, with steel whips 
To scourge my ulcerous soul. Shall I then fall 
Ingloriously, and yield ? no ; spite of Fate, 
I will be fcgced to hell like to myself. 
Thoughj^uVere legiong olaccursed spirits. 
Thus wSWrt fly amontyoiy 

[Rushes forward anajtmgs himself on the ground. 

Well. There's no help ; 

Disarm him flrst, then bind him. 470 

Greedy. Take a mittimus^ 
And carry him to Bedlam. 

Lav. How he foams ! 

Well. And bites the earth ! 

Willdo. Carry him to some dark room. 

There try what art can do for his recovery.- 

MararOmy dear father ! [They force Overreach ojff. 

-<4//. \owmust be patient, mistress. 

Lov. Here is a precedent to teach wicked men, 
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That when they toKve nXtfiau^ aad tnni albprt^ 4^ 
Their own abili^s toKve dieni. Pftypoajtake 

comibrty ^^ " ^^^ 

I wiU endeavoo/yoQ^^ 
In his distracSMn and kKAtmjmA^ Mastsr 

Wcnbom, v^*i^ 

Be it goo^^iU kk law, rn be an mniiiie 
Betwee<^^and ^^ the undoobted heir 
Of Sir GUes Ov«rrea3i : im^wmf^mmifik liiu mnJlfir 
JIhat 1 -a mst ft i^ on. 

i4//. What(^pshall detemune^ 
My lord, I will allow o£ 

IVelL T fr th t langu a ge .^ 490 

That I spaak luy 1 toljhere is something else 
Beside the repossession of my land, 
And payment of my debts, that I mnst practise. 
I had a reputation, but fwas lost 
In my loose course ; and until I redeem It 
Some noble way, I am butii^ made up. 
It is a time of action ; ifw^irlordship 
Will please to confer a cOTlpany upon me 
In yoiy command, I doubt not in my service 
To my king and country but I shall do something 500 
That may make me right again. 

Lav. Your suit is granted, 

And^you loved for the motion. 

K^-^// [coffiiMg forward,'] Nothing wants then 
' '^ your allowance — and in that our all 
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Is comprehendedjit being known, nor we, 

Nor he th^tt^SSiht comedy, can be 

Withoulvyoi^nanumission ; which i 

Grant wlHi^y, as a fair favour due«^ 

To the poet's and our labours, (a s^^ nay, 510 

For we despair not, genUgmen, ofnle play,) 

We jointly shall profesa ^ou^ grace hath might 

To teach us action, andniKiiow to write. [Exeunt, 
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GLOSSARY 



Abram-man, an impudent im- 
postor, who, under tne garb of a 
lunatic, begged over tlie country, 
after tlie dissolution of tlie 
reUgious houses ; li. i. 158. 

Admiration, wonder. This is the 
archaic use of the word ; li. ii. 152. 

After-drinkings, liquor taken 
after or between meals ; TV. ii. 103. 

Bandog, a dog always kept tied up 
on account of his fierceness, and 
with a view to increase that 
quality in him ; v. i. 297. 

Barathrum, an abyss, pit, gulf, 
en;>ecially a deep pit at Athens 
into which criminals condemned 
to death were thrown. Applied 
also to an insatiable extoirioner 
or glutton ; iii. ii. 260. 

Basilisk, a fabled creature of the 
African desert, whose breath and 
look were fatal ; v. i. 429. 

Batoon, a stout staff or stick used 
as a weapon. Superseded by the 
word batim ; II. iii. 36. 

Battalia, a large body of men in 
battle array, a marshidled force or 
host, whether constituting the 
whole of an army or one of its 
great divisions <x battalions ; iii. 
1. 86 ; V. i. 455. 

Bearing-dishbs, substantial, sus- 
taining dishes ; portly viands ; V. 

1.319- 
Bedlam, a corruption of BcthUhem. 
The HospiUl of St. Mary of 



Bethlehem, used as an asylum for 
the reception and cure of mentally 
deranged persons, originally 
^tuated in Bishopsgate, in 1676 
rebuilt near London Wall, and in 
1815 transferred to Lambeth ; v. 

i. 472. 

BiLLMEN, men who carried bills — 
pikes or halberds, borne by 
English foot-soldiers and watch- 
men ; I. i. 19. 

Botcher , mender of clothes in a 
careless fashion : iv. ii. iii. 

Bouse, the modern spelling is 
boou, used as a slang term. Strong 
drink; also a drinking bout, a 
carouse ; L i. i. 

Black-jacks, large leather cans 
coated with pitch, and used for 
holding small beer ; l. iii. 88. 

Brache, a hound bitch, a hunting- 
dog, generally of a small kind. 
Also applied as a common term of 
abuse ; l. i. 7. 

Bug-words, words meant to 
frighten or terrify. From bug, a 
hobgoblin or bogy, the original 
meaning of the word ; iii. ii 
389. 

Canters, whining beggars. From 

'cant' — or 'chant' — to sing or 

whine ; i. i. 75. 
Chamberers, chambermaids ; 11. ii . 

16. 
Conundrum, a whin, a conceit ; v. 

i. 421. 
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Corrosives, strong remedies — 

written also corsev, corsive, and 

corzie in the old dramatists ; i. i. 

165. 
Coy it, behave with coyness or 

difi&dence ; play the prude ; III. ii. 

X28. 
CusTOS ROTULORUM, 'custodlan of 

the rolls,' keeper of the county 

records ; i. i. 43. 

Dog-bolt, a term of reproach, 
synonymous with 'dog,' 'contemp- 
tible fellow,' ' mean wretch.' The 
origin of the term is unknown ; I. 
i.86. 

Extended, a law term for seized, by 
writ of execution, for forfeiture of 
a bond ; v. i. 218. 

FOSSET, or faucet, as it is commonly 
spelt, is a pe^ or spigot to stop 
the vent-hole in a cask or in a 
tap ; IV. ii. 63. 

Gabions, wicker baskets filled with 
earth used to shelter men from 
fire when digging a trench .- V. i. 
274. 

Guard, to adorn with guards, a 
word applied by the early 
dramatists to trimminjis. facings, 
or other ornaments applied upon 
a dress ; ill. i. 19. 

Indented, having counterparts 
severed by a zij*-zag line. Inden- 
tures were made in duplicate, and 
both were written on the same 
sheet, which was cut in two by a 
crooked line in order that the 
Httinfi uf the two parts might 
prove the genuineness of the 
document in ca<;eof dispute ; V. i. 

2 2' J 




Kickshaws, taacf Fkvneh -* 
From French 9ii«l9Mcfe«iL, . 
24- 

Lavkmdkr, to lay a tUaC ii%. 

lavender. To pawn ; ▼. L ifH 
Line, to ttrengtnen ; in. i. 87. 
LOADSTONE (property lodartww, Ix, 

'way stoned, uoed at ■yDOoyaoM 

with the matfoetic nmdki ol the 

compaM ; L 1. 157« 
London blub, buie 

the colour of the 

dress of scrvanti, 

other officials ; IT. i. aflg. 

Mainprizb, a writ cammaiidiqg the 

sheriff to take ball, whan ha hM 

refused to do aoi or wkm tht 

offence is not ballabie bj Um or 

other inferior anthartty; m. L 

263. 

Manumised, same at utmrnwlft la 

liberate from service^ to frae : L I . 

166. 

Manure (contraction of fwawwiili 

to cultivate by manual laboor, the 

original meaming of the wocriL 

The modem meaning la 'to 

apply manure,' or other lertlltaing 

substance ; II. iii. 48. 

Marry, a corruption of Marie^ as 

an asseveration confirmed by the 

name of the Virgin Mary ; L il. 

40. 

Mincing, showing affected nicenets. 

III. ii. 129. 

Minion, one who is beloved. 

French, migiion, darling. Tbe 

I more common meaning is a 

I servile favourite, a low dependent ; 

I II. i. K2. 

1 Mittimus, a writ of committal by 
, a magistrate. It begins mitHmas 
ad, we send to ; V. i. 471. 
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le wine formed from 
ipes ; IV. ii. 102. 

JMPUNG, a small 
tde with dou^ and 

boiled for twenty 

ii. 77. 
elodious, rhythmical, 

i. 77. 

ker in the highways, 

t.i.158. 

i, wanting courage; 

I or tasteless ; i. L 4. 
NADO, a dish made <x 
bread soaked with 
;er, sweetened and 
nilk, or flavoured as 
or wine ; I. ii. 4a. 
ipper or patten ; i. i. 

thorou^y boiled. 

ferbuUire, to boil 

The ordinary mean- 
ly boUed/ as if the 
ivedfrom 'part 'and 
i. 41. 

parroquet. The word 
>m a combination of 

parroquet, and the 
»to ; IV. iii. 152. 

Derived either from 
}ured dress he wore, 
Isey's domestic fool, 
med Patch; iii. ii. 
i. 

fling, paltry. To 
lie is to be concerned 

to occupy oneself 
ttails ; IV. i. 142. 
of which the value 
be double sovereign, 
o shillings ; 1. 1. 208. 
>AK, a staff or 

called,' says Ray, 
use a staff incnerpo, 



but not when we wear a cloak ; 

I. i. 15. 
Port, state, style. Hence, forOy in 

sense of stately ; iv. L 125. 
PRKCisiAM, a prectoe person or 

Puritan, an object of dislike in the 

days of Masringer ; i. L 8. 
Prbiiunirb, a writ issued for the 

statotmy offence of introducing a 

foreign power within Um realm in 

diminution of thewxtiiority of the 

crown ; n. L ao. 
Pkbvent, to aatidpate ; m. IL 317 ; 

nr. ilLisfi. 
Purchased, a cant term among 

thieves for ^stolen.' Tlieir ^nnder 

was designated * pnrchase^ ; nr. i. 

23a 

Quit, discharge^ acquit ; i. L 10 ; n. 
ilL 126. 

Skill, verb, to signify, to matter, 
used genoally unth a negaitive ; i. 
i. 37. 

'SuoBT, an imprecation. A con- 
traction for '^ His (God's) 
li^t.' Similar contractions are 
'•Sdeatii' (v. L 355), "Sblood,* 
"Swounds;' in.iL 99. 

Solid, grave, serious ; iv. i. 138. 

Take in, to subdue^ to capture ; v. 

L288. 
Tamin, coarse linsey-wolsey stuff, 

also called taminyoT tammy. A 

corruption of the nench itamlne : 

in. ii. 51. 
Term-driver, one who moves 

about from court to court during 

term ; n. IL 164. 
Tits, saucy, forward ghrls ; n. IL 17. 
Token, a small piece of brass or 

copper money used by tradesmen 

for change, the value a farthing ; 

I. i. 65. 
Towardly, docile^ tractable ; in. ii. 

294- 
Uncase, to strip, to flay ; v. 1. 267. 
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NOTES. 

I. i. 15. Plymouth Cloak. The explanation of this expression 
will be found in the Glossary. Coxeter, Massinger's first editor 
ignorant of the meaning, transformed the words into pile-worn 
cloak — a ridiculous substitution. 

I. i. 19. Rusty Billmen, The word rusty applies to the 6i7fc, 
not to the men who carried them. Both Coxeter and Mason read 
lusty for rusty. 

I. i. 154. For transparent the older reading was transient — an 
obvious misprint. 

I. i. 166. The Porter's Lodge in the days of Massinger, when the 
great claimed, and also exercised, the right of chastising their 
servants, was the usual place of punishment. 

I. i. 218. This Canopy. The additional words ' of heaven ' are 
understood, as ' in the open air * is what is meant 

I. ii. 21. / am friends with thee. 'Friends' here is used for 
the singular or adverbially for • friendly.' So with needs and 
thanks. (IV. i. 12.) 

I. ii. 34. Breda, This attack on Breda was one of the most 
famous sieges of Massinger's time, and is frequently mentioned 
by our old dramatists. Spinola invested the town on 26th August, 
1624, and took it on ist July, 1625, after the besieged had endured 
great hardships. The raising of * fortifications ' in pastry (i. ii. 32) 
was a fashionable practice of the day, as in accounts of all great 
entertainments the ' fortifications ' of the cook or the confectioner 
are duly chronicled in the days of Queen Elizabeth and James I. 

"5 



also alluding to " Pie-corner," at Giltspur Street, which wm tlie 
place reached hy the Great F[re o( London. 

I. iii. 64. From the Bastct. From tlie broken bread and 
meat which, in great houaes, was distributed at the porter's lodge 
(l. i. 66), or reserved to be carried every nigbt to the debtors" 
priBooB. 

II- i. 15&- Abram-mea, or Abraham-raen. According to tlie 
Fraleniilyt of Vacabandts, 157s, ' An Abrihim-maQ is he that 
walbeth bare^armed, and bare-legged, and faynetb hymselfe mad, 
and'caryeth a packe of wool, or a stycke with baken on it, or such 
lyke toy, and nanieth himselfe poore Tom.' They are alluded to l»y 
Shakespeare under the name of 'Bedlam Beggars' {Lear, it, 1H. 
14), and their still more usual appellation was 'Tom of Bedlam.' 
According to Grose, the expression ' to sham Abram,' a cant term, 
ia to pretend sickness, which Nares, in his Glossary, thinks nuiy 

II. L 163. The Lady of tht Lake. This refers to the enohantress 
Vivien, a prominent character, mistress of the seer Merlin, In 
Uorte d'Arlhnr, and in many of our old romances— a veritable 



The 'porter's lodge' was a favourite reference by Massinger, 
and, in connection with chastisement, crops up tn more than one of 
hia dramas. 

II. i. 174. To ste Ihre airvet, Bad mouitl Hie a dog in a Blanitl. 
This refers to an uld game played by boys in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, when one of Ihem was tossed up in a blanket, a dog 
occasionally taking the place of the delinquent subjected to the 
indignity to which Wellborn had afterwards to submit. 

11. ii. 167. Ram Alley. A street or lane between the Temple 

and Fleet Street, where there were many restaurants or cook shops. 
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34. Amber, Used for a«f*tefgHj^ a perfunw in o a 

au uie time, eapodaHy for oooUiig pmpoeee (cC. n. ii, 30). 

L 79. He Shod the Syrms. This refers to the Sirens, whose 
ocements prevailed on Ulsrsses to stop the ears of his 00m- 
Jons on approaching thefa: ishmd and cause himself to be 
ad to the mast of the ship so that he mig|it avoid tlieir 
action. 

0. L 89-9a Hippolytus Mnts^womld letwe Diana Tofoikm auck a 
«& This allusion is to the classical story ol Hippolytus, the 

of Theseus, who was proof against the i n du c em ents of his 
smother, Phaedra, when she accused him ol tempting her 
^ the manner of Pharaoh's wife. See the Pkmdfa ol Buripides. 
tL ii. 56. Into the Counter, This is a reference to one or 
er of the three prisons in London designated as ' the Counter/ 
> of them in the City and one in Southwark. All of them 

frequently referred to in Elizabethan and Jacobean dramatic 
rature. ' 

[I. iii. 37, 28. The poet feigned not. This refers to the story of 
iphae, and the ball related in Ovid's Metamorphoses^ zv. 50a 
V. L 49. Take my Ring. It was common in Massinger's day 
jse a subject ring as a sign of authority or as a passport It 
laid that Queen Elizabeth gave such a ring to the Earl of 
ex, with an undertaking that she would pardon him any ofifence 
e sent it to her when in danger, and that it was retained by the 
mtess of Nottingham. 

9, L 12. Thanks. In the singular number, like needs and 
Hd5{l. ii. 21). 

7. i. 68-69. ^o^ I *o I'if*c my Christmas Coffer. The ' Christmas 
Fer * was a box in which the London apprentices used to collect 
ir subscriptions — an earthen piece of ware which could only 
MX>ken to get at the contents. 

/. i. 180-181. Than Olympus is When angry Boreas loads h 
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